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In these unusual and unsettling times, its good to know that
there are places we can escape to, even if it is just in our minds.
Whether you long for the opportunity to fly to distant lands, sail
to exotic shores or step through metaphorical doorways to other
worlds, this year’s Summer Reading List can take you on some
amazing journeys.

Our book selections this year are focused on escapism in all its
many forms. Whether that be a chance to explore the depths of
the sea or fly into space, there is something for every reading
taste from absorbing fantasy fiction worlds to knowledge based
factual reads.

The majority of books are suitable for Years 7 - 11, although
there are exceptions and these have been clearly noted on the
book review. Students and parents/carers should however use
their discretion as to whether a book is suitable based on
individual reading levels, challenging themes and content.

As well as the books featured in this year’s reading list, other
recommendations can also be found on the websites
lovereading4kids.co.uk and readbrightly.com

We hope that the varied selection of book recommendations
within this reading list will inspire students to pick up a book (or
two) this summer. | would love to hear your opinion on those
you have read and perhaps make some recommendations of
your own.

Happy Summer Reading!

Mrs C Foord-Johnson
Learning Resources Coordinator



Escape to the Ocean with .....
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20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne

When an unidentified “monster” threatens international
shipping, French oceanographer Pierre Aronnax and his
unflappable assistant Conseil join an expedition organized
by the US Navy to hunt down and destroy the menace.
After months of fruitless

QO, OOO searching, they finally

EANGUES grapple with their quarry,
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the brash Canadian
harpooner Ned Land are
thrown overboard in the
attack, only to find that the
“monster” is actually a
futuristic submarine, the
Jules Verne Nautilus, commanded by
the shadowy, mystical and
imposing man who calls
himself Captain Nemo. Thus begins a journey of 20,000
leagues—nearly 50,000 miles—that will take Captain
Nemo, his crew, and these three adventurers on a journey
of discovery through undersea forests, coral graveyards,
miles-deep trenches, and even the sunken ruins of Atlantis.



Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

Far off the coast of California looms a harsh rock known as
the island of San Nicholas. Dolphins flash in the blue waters
around it, sea otters play in the vast kelp beds, and sea
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elephants loll on the stony
beaches.

Here, in the early 1800s,
according to history, a
Native American girl spent
eighteen years alone.

Filled with drama and heart-
ache, the book tells of
Karana's miraculous but
solitary existence on the
island. She is forced to
contend with the ferocious
pack of wild dogs that had
killed her younger brother,

constantly guard against the Aleutian sea otter hunters, and
maintain a precarious food supply.

This is an adventure of the spirit that will stay with the

reader long after the book has been put down. Karana's

quiet courage, her Indian self-reliance and acceptance of

fate, transform what to many would have been a

devastating ordeal into an uplifting experience. From

loneliness and terror come strength and serenity.



Deep by James Nestor

Covering a diving championship in Greece on a hot and
sticky assignment for Outside magazine, James Nestor
discovered free diving. He had stumbled on one of the
most extreme sports in existence: a quest to extend the
frontiers of human experience, in which divers descend
without breathing equipment, for hundreds of feet below
the water, for minutes after they
should have died from lack of
oxygen. Sometimes they emerge
unconscious, or bleeding from
the nose and ears, and some-
times they don't come up at all.
The free divers were Nestor's
way into an exhilarating and
dangerous world of deep-sea
pioneers, underwater athletes,

‘Engaging and eye-popping’

Freediving, Renegade Science and SCientiStS’ Spea r ﬁShermen,
What the Ocean Tells Us About Ourselves A . .
billionaires and ordinary men
JAMES NESTOR and women who are poised on

the brink of some amazing
discoveries about the ocean. Learn about the amazing
amphibious reflexes activated in the human body under
deep-water conditions, why dolphins were injected with
LSD in an attempt to teach them to talk, and why sharks
like AC/DC. DEEP blends science and adventure,
uncovering some of the oceans most amazing secrets.

Due to some adult content and challenging themes
this book is suitable for Upper School Only.




Song of the Current by Sarah Tolcser

Caroline Oresteia is destined for the river. For generations,
her family has been called by the river god, who has guided
their wherries on countless
voyages throughout the

SARAH TOLCSER

Riverlands. At seventeen, Caro
has spent years listening to the
water, ready to meet her fate.
But the river god hasn’t spoken
her name yet—and if he hasn’t
by now, there’s a chance he
never will.

Caro decides to take her future
into her own hands after her

father is arrested for refusing to
transport a mysterious crate. By agreeing to deliver it in
exchange for his release, Caro finds herself caught in a web
of politics and lies, with dangerous pirates after the cargo
and without the river god to help her. With so much at
stake, Caro must choose between the life she always wanted
and the one she never could have imagined for herself.

This book is part of a series, the next book being Whisper of
the Tide.



Moby Dick by Herman Melville

Written in 1851 Moby Dick is a product of a year and a

half of writing. The book draws on Melville’s experience

HERMAN MELVILLE

at sea, on his reading in
whaling literature, and on
literary inspirations such
as Shakespeare and the
Bible. The detailed and
realistic descriptions of
whale hunting and of
extracting whale oil, as
well as life aboard ship
among a culturally diverse
crew, are mixed with
exploration of class and

social status, good and evil, and the existence of God.

The story focuses on a sailor called Ishmael who narrates

the obsessive quest of Ahab, captain of the whaler

Pequod, for revenge on Moby Dick, a white whale which

on a previous voyage destroyed Ahab’s ship and severed

his leg at the knee.

At the time of writing, author D. H. Lawrence called it

e

the greatest book of the sea ever written.”



We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea by Arthur Ransome

Continuing the sailing adventures of the Walker
children—John, Susan, Titty and Roger. The young
Walker children have come to Harwich, Essex to wait
% i, for their father,
Commander Walker's

iy

WE DIDN'T MEAN |
TOGO TOSEA |

: return. As usual, the
m“mwm Z - children can't stay away
5 Tl from boats, and this time
bl [ & they meet young Jim

A % Brading, skipper of the
e / Ty well-found sloop Goblin.
But fun turns to high

drama when the anchor

---

4 & i 2 | drags, and the four young

sailors find themselves drifting out to sea - sweeping
across to Holland in the midst of a full gale! As in all of
Ransome's books, the emphasis is on self-reliance,
courage, and resourcefulness. We Didn't Mean to Go
to Sea is a story to warm any mariner's heart. Full of
nautical lore and adventure, it will appeal to young
armchair sailors and season sailors alike.



Ultimate Ocean-pedia by National Geographic Kids

From Tsunamis and sea turtles to riptides and reefs,
learn all about the creatures, science, and ecology of
our oceans, which cover
more of the planet than
all the continents and are
just as important!

Travel through all parts of
the ocean to learn how it
affects our world,
including storms and
climate. Amazing facts,

photos, illustrations, and

diagrams are found
throughout this book, along with conservation tips,
weird-but-true facts, and a mini ocean atlas.
Challenges to the health of our ocean and its creatures
are also presented
along with what
people are doing to
keep it pristine for

generations to

comel







A Galaxy of Her Own by Libby Jackson

From small steps to giant leaps, A Galaxy of Her Own
tells fifty stories of inspirational women who have
been fundamental to the story of humans in space,

ﬂamggy

from scientists to
astronauts to some

HER OWN surprising roles in

between.

From Ada Lovelace in
the 19th century, to
the women behind the
Apollo missions, from
the astronauts breaking
records on the Inter-
national Space Station
to those blazing the
way in the race to get to Mars, A Galaxy of Her Own
reveals extraordinary stories, champions unsung
heroes and celebrates remarkable achievements from
around the world.

%%%'gg%f WOMEN i SPACE

Written by Libby Jackson, a leading UK expert in
human space flight, and illustrated with bold and
beautiful artwork from the students of London
College of Communication, this is a book to delight
and inspire trailblazers of all ages.



Satellite by Nick Lake

Moon 2 is a space station that orbits approximately 250 miles
above Earth. It travels 17,500 miles an hour, making one full
orbit every ninety minutes. It’s
also the only home that fifteen-
year-old Leo and two other teens
have ever known.

Born and raised on Moon 2, Leo
and the twins, Orion and Libra,
are finally old enough and strong
enough to endure the dangerous
trip to Earth. They’ve been
“parented” by teams of
astronauts since birth and have

run countless drills to ready
themselves for every conceivable difficulty they might face on
the flight. But has anything really prepared them for life on
terra firma? Because while the planet may be home to
billions of people, living there is more treacherous than Leo
and his friends could ever have imagined, and their very
survival will mean defying impossible odds.

Beware of the unique formatting in this book - it is written

in text speak with no capitals which some may find hard.

Suitable for Years 9 - 11




The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams

Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for
a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is plucked off the planet
by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised
edition of The Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy who, for
the last fifteen years, has
been posing as an out-of-
work actor. Together this
dynamic pair begin a journey
through space aided by
quotes from The Hitchhiker's
Guide ("A towel is about the
most massively useful thing

an interstellar hitchhiker can
have") and a galaxy-full of fellow travellers: Zaphod
Beeblebrox - the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie
and president of the galaxy; Marvin, a paranoid,
brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; Veet Voojagig,
a former graduate student who is obsessed with the
disappearance of all the ballpoint pens he bought over

the years. And remember g, ivable for Years 8 - 11
DON’T PANIC!




Ask an Astronaut by Tim Peake

Ask an Astronaut is Tim’s personal guide to life in
space, based on his historic Principia mission, and the
thousands of questions he has been asked since his
return to Earth.

"THE SUNDAY ;F!MES BESTSELLER .

How does it feel to orbit
the earth ten times faster

Ask an Astronaut

. = than a speeding bullet?

What's it like to eat, sleep
and go to the toilet in
Space?

And where to next —the
Moon, Mars or beyond?

Guide to
Life in
Space

Accessible, in-depth, and
written with his characteristic warmth, Tim shares his
thoughts on every aspect of his mission. From training
to launch, from his historic spacewalk to re-entry, he
reveals for readers of all ages the cutting-edge science
behind his ground-breaking experiments, and the
wonders of day-to-day life on board the International

Space Station.



The Martian by Andy Weir (Young Readers Edition)

After a dust storm nearly kills Mark Watney and forces
his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark
finds himself stranded and completely alone with no
way to even signal Earth that he’s alive —and even if

fSUNDAY TIMES BEST

MARTIAN

THE BOOK BEHIND THE MAJOR MOTION PICTURE

ANDY WEIR

he could get word out, his
supplies would be gone
long before a rescue could
arrive.

Chances are, though, he
won't have time to starve
to death. Damaged
machinery, the unforgiving
environment, or plain old
"human error" are much
more likely to kill him first.

But Mark isn't ready to give
up yet. Drawing on his

ingenuity, his engineering skills and a relentless,

dogged refusal to quit, he steadfastly confronts one

seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will

his resourcefulness be enough to overcome the

impossible odds against
him?

Suitable for Years 8 - 11




172 Hours on the Moon by Johan Harstad

It's been more than forty years since NASA sent the first
men to the moon, and to grab some much-needed
funding and attention, they decide to launch an historic
international lottery in which three lucky teenagers can
win a week-long trip to moon base DARLAH 2 - a place

IT'S THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME —
[F THEY MAKE IT BACK ALIVE

HOURS& ON
IE MOON

JOHAN HARSTAD

that no one but top govern-
ment officials even knew
existed until now. The three
winners, Antoine, Midori,
and Mia, come from all over
the world.

But just before the
scheduled launch, the teen-
agers each experience
strange, inexplicable events.
Little do they know that
there was a reason NASA

never sent anyone back there until now. But the count-

down has already begun. ..

Suitable for Years 9 - 11

WARNING - This horror sci-fi novel is considered by
many to be terrifying. Not for the faint hearted!




Knowledge Encyclopaedia Space! by DK

Get set to blast off into space and explore the
wonders of our Solar System and beyond.

This ultimate space
encyclopaedia for
children makes learning
at home fun and is
designed to blow your
mind with incredible CGI
images, from the deep
darkness of black holes
to the spectacular
sparkle of supernovas.

The many mysteries of
the Universe are

explored in breath-taking detail, including in-depth
cross-sections and lifelike cutaways to showcase the
planets, stars, moons, and space stations. Featuring

absolutely every-
thing under the Sun,
this exciting visual
reference guide is
your guaranteed
one-stop shop for
space.
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ESCAPE ON A GLOBAL
ADVENTURE IN....




Wanderlove by Kirsten Hubbard

Eighteen-year-old Bria wants to be a Global Vagabond. In

a quest for independence, her neglected art, and no-

strings-attached hookups, she signs up for a tour of
Central America. But the

“This journey will resonate with anyone who has
braved the unknown in search of adventure—and : M

s o VIiddle-aged tourists on the

—~Andrea ). Buchanan,

coauthor of the New York Times bestseller

The Daring Book for Girls

tour are hardly the key to self
-rediscovery. So when Bria

wancJerle@ve

KIRSTEN HUBBARD

meets Rowan, devoted back-
packer and dive instructor,
and his outspoken sister,
Starling, she seizes the
chance to ditch her group
and join them off the beaten

path. Bria's a good girl trying
, “togo bad. Rowan's a bad boy
trying to stay good. As they
travel through Mayan villages and remote Belizean
islands, they discover they are both seeking to leave
behind the old versions of themselves. The secret to
escaping the past, Rowan's found, is to keep moving
forward. But Bria realizes she can't run forever. At some

point, you have to look  |gyitable for Years 9 - 11
back.




Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne

First published in 1873, this classic tale tells the story
of eccentric English inventor Phileas Fogg and his
newly employed French valet Passepartout as they set
out to circumnavigate the globe in eighty days. When
Fogg gets into an argument at

- the Reform Club over an

n " article in “The Daily
| Telegraph,” which posits that
=ty the building of a new railway

‘section in India may now

AROUND THE make it possible to circle the
WORLD IN 80 DAYS

Jules Verne

- } (

dash he hurries off at once, with Passepartout, in a

earth in eighty days, he hastily
accepts a wager with his

fellow club members to
attempt the feat. In a mad

voyage around the world. Encountering many
obstacles and misadventures along the way the two
must make numerous accommodations when things
do not go as planned. Matters are further complicated
by the pursuit of a Scotland Yard detective who mis-
takenly believes Fogg to be a bank robber on the run.



The Travel Book by Lonely Planet (Kids)

Take a world tour through 200 countries with this
bestselling kids' version of Lonely Planet's popular The
Travel Book, loaded with thousands of amazing facts
on wildlife, how people
live, sports, hideous and
mouth-watering food,
festivals and a wide
range of other quirky
insights on every page.
On a mission to inspire
and delight, every single
country gets its own

A journey through every
couniry in the world

dedicated page, and a
mix of photography and

beautiful illustrations
brings each land to life.

Overflowing with intriguing insights on local life,
stunning sights, lively festivals, and quirky foods, this
illustrated guidebook will implant the travel bug at the
opening of the first page.



Peak by Roland Smith

The only thing you’ll find on the summit of Mount
Everest is a divine view. The things that really matter

lie far below. — Peak Marcello

After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for

a novel

* A thrilling. Itifacet
.m;.ul tr_‘l.t -
et ]

scaling a New York City sky-
scraper, he's left with two
choices: wither away in
Juvenile Detention or go live
with his long-lost father,
who runs a climbing
company in Thailand. But
Peak quickly learns that his
father's renewed interest in
him has strings attached.
Big strings. As owner of

Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest

person to reach the Everest summit--and his motives

are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like
Peak, tackling Everest is the challenge of a lifetime. But

it's also one that could
cost him his life.

Suitable for Years 8 - 11




The Explorer by Katherine Rundell

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, Fred watches as
the mysteries of the Amazon jungle pass by below
him. He has always dreamed of becoming an explorer,
of making history and of reading his name amongst
the lists of great
discoveries. If only he
could land and look about
him.

KATHERINE RUNDELL

As the plane crashes into

EXPLORER the canopy, Fred is
suddenly left without a

‘A VERY EXCITING

Am}:ﬁﬁiﬁi&ﬁf n- choice. He and the three

| i other children may be
alive, but the jungle is a
vast, untamed place. With
no hope of rescue, the
chance of getting home
feels impossibly small.
Except, it seems, someone has been there before
them - The Explorer - a man with no name and a
mysterious past . As well as delving in to the beauty
and danger of the Amazon, this award winning story
(Winner of the Costa Children's Book Award 2017 and
the London Book Fair Children's Travel Book of the
Year) has many inspiring messages along the way.




Blue Latitudes by Tony Horwitz

Captain James Cook's three epic journeys in the 18th
century were the last great voyages of discovery. His
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Ships Sai|Ed 1501000 milesl

from the Artic to the
| Antarctic, from Tasmania to

LATITUDES

Oregon, from Easter Island
to Siberia. When Cook set
off for the Pacificin 1768, a
third of the globe remained
blank. By the time he died in
b Hawaii in 1779, the map of

L the world was substantially

= O” ¢ complete.

o

Tony a Wlt Tony Horwitz vividly
recounts Cook's voyages and
the exotic scenes the captain encountered. He also
relives Cook's adventures by following in the captain's
wake to discover Cook's embattled legacy in the
present day. Signing on as a working crewman aboard a
replica of Cook's vessel, Horwitz experiences the thrill
and terror of sailing a tall ship.

Due to some adult content in this book, it would
be suitable for Year 10 and above.




My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell

When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer
endure the damp, grey English climate, they do what
g any sensible family would do:
My Familyzemne O Y Y
@therAnimals sell their house and relocate to
Gerald Durrell .

the sunny Greek isle of Corfu.
My Family and Other Animals
was initially intended to
embrace the natural history of

the island (which is certainly

does) but it also ended up as a

Ny [@E

= delightful account of Durrell’s

family’s experiences, from the
many eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless procession
of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes, ladybugs, glow-
worms, octopuses, bats, and butterflies into their
home. Total escapism at its very best, the following
passage captures the spirit of the book..

“Gradually the magic of the island settled over us as gently and
clingingly as pollen. Each day had a tranquillity, a timelessness,
about it, so that you wished it would never end. But then the dark
skin of night would peel off and there would be a fresh day
waiting for us, glossy and colourful as a child’s transfer and with
the same tinge of unreality”.



ATLAS OBSCURA
It's time to get off the beaten path. Inspiring equal parts

wonder and wanderlust, Atlas
e ST T Obscura celebrates over 700 of the
o S Aths -+ strangest and most curious places in
Ob3curq the world. Natural wonders like the
S el T ~ dazzling glowworm caves in New
0 ’{ Zealand, or a baobob tree in South
| | -~ Africa that's so large it has a pub

inside where 15 people can drink

~ comfortably. Architectural marvels,
msuuarugg.,'ummmss_g_wamn including the M.C. Escher-like

" stepwells in India. Mind-boggling
events, like the Baby Jumping Festival in Spain, where
men dressed as devils literally vault over rows of squirm-
ing infants. Not to mention the Great Stalacpipe Organ in
Virginia, Turkmenistan's 40-year hole of fire called the
Gates of Hell, a graveyard for decommissioned ships on
the coast of Bangladesh, eccentric bone museums in Italy,
or a weather-forecasting invention that was powered by
leeches, still on display in Devon. ATLAS OBSCURA revels
in the weird, the unexpected, the overlooked, the hidden
and the mysterious. Every page expands our sense of how
strange and marvellous the world really is.
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Escape to Middle Earth in...
The Lord of the Rings Trilogy by JRR Tolkien

One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, One
Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them.

ST s RS Sauron, the Dark Lord, has
gathered to him all the Rings of
J R R Power - the means by which he

T.L IEN intends to rule Middle-earth. All

eyt he lacks in his plans for dominion
I . R D | is the One Ring - the ring that
2 rulesthem all - which has fallen
R LIN G S into the hands of the hobbit,

Bilbo Baggins.

In a sleepy village in the Shire,
young Frodo Baggins finds him-
self faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin
Bilbo entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his
home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth
to the Cracks of Doom, to destroy the Ring and foil the
Dark Lord in his evil purpose. The Lord of the Rings tells
of the great quest undertaken by Frodo and the Fellow-
ship of the Ring: Gandalf the Wizard; the hobbits Merry,
Pippin, and Sam; Gimli the Dwarf; Legolas the Elf;
Boromir of Gondor; and a tall, mysterious stranger

called Strider. Suitable for Years 8 - 11




Escape into The Multiverse

(a set of multiple parallel universes) in..

His Dark Materials and The Book of Dust by Philip Pullman

PHILIP PULLMAN The Golden Compass, The Subtle
Knife, and The Amber Spyglass
make up the trilogy His Dark
Materials. These thrilling
adventures tell the story of Lyra

PHILIP PULLMAN | PHILIP PULLMATECT d Will - two ordina ry c hildren
~ 5 |

- on a perilous journey through
Thf; Subtle

shimmering haunted other-

Knife

worlds. They will meet witches
and armoured bears, fallen

angels and soul-eating spectres.
And in the end, the fate of both the living - and the dead -

will rely on them.

= ¥ La Belle Savauge and The Secret Common-

=5 wealth are part of Phil Pullman’s new

‘F‘{'I Q:::];—_Lé."_ .
= series called the Book of Dust. Pullman

VOLUME O?!

PINEANCEE describes the books as an 'equel' to the
® original series, rather than a prequel or
e sequel, in that the stories stand beside the

RGURAUIRVNR original His Dark Materials trilogy.



Escape to Narnia in...

The Chronicles of Narnia by CS Lewis

Narnia...the land beyond the wardrobe door, a secret
place frozen in eternal winter, a

magical country waiting to be set
free.

Lucy is the first to find the secret of
the wardrobe in the professor's
mysterious old house. At first her
brothers and sister don't believe
her when she tells of her visit to
the land of Narnia. But soon

Edmund, then Peter and Susan step through the ward-
robe themselves. In Narnia they find a country buried
under the evil enchantment of the White Witch. When
they meet the Lion Aslan, they realize they've been
called to a great adventure and bravely join the battle
to free Narnia from the Witch's sinister spell. The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, written in 1949 by
CS Lewis, was followed by 6 more books and together
they became known as The Chronicles of Narnia.

Come step through the wardrobe and into a land
where magic meets reality, and the result is a fictional
world whose scope has fascinated generations.



Escape to Neverland in...

Stars (part of the Wendy Darling series) by Colleen Oakes

When Wendy’s parents discover her affections for the bookseller’s
son, Booth, they declare that Wendy may never see him again. That
night, while her parents are at a party, a strange boy flies through
the nursery window, and offers to take
Wendy and her brothers away from their
boring, London lives of rules and
propriety. And so the Darling children
arrive in Neverland, a place where there
are no rules, no bedtimes, no parents, and
no one to stop them doing what they
want, except Peter. But beneath Peter’s
cheery exterior, lies a power hungry greed.
He has plans to kill the Pirates, take over

Neverland, and name Wendy his queen.
But Wendy has already pledged her love
to Booth, and even with her fading memories and Peter’s cajoling
charm, she can’t shake the feeling that something is wrong. But
Peter has never had a mother to teach him patience, and when
Wendy continues to refuse him, she learns that Peter would rather
break his toys, then see them taken from him.

Inspired by JM Barries’ Peter Pan, this dark twist on a familiar tale,
creates a world of amazing imagery and visuals - the tree house,
the mermaids, the underground cavern and the island itself. This is

Suitable for Years 9 - 11

not the Peter Pan of your
childhood.




Escape to the Kingdom of Norta in...

The Red Queen (series) by Victoria Aveyard

This is a world divided by blood — Red or Silver. The Reds are
commoners, ruled by a Silver elite in

VICTORIA AVEYARD

possession of god-like superpowers.
And to Mare Barrow, a seventeen-

year-old Red girl from the poverty-

stricken Stilts, it seems like nothing

‘
R E D
| will ever change.

Q U E E N Thatis, until she finds herself working
in the Silver Palace. Here, surrounded

by the people she hates the most,

Mare discovers that, despite her red
blood, she possesses a deadly power of her own. One that
threatens to destroy the balance of power.
Fearful of Mare's potential, the Silvers hide her in plain
view, declaring her a long-lost Silver princess, now engaged
to a Silver prince. Despite knowing that one misstep would
mean her death, Mare works silently to help the Red Guard,
a militant resistance group, and bring down the Silver
regime.
But this is a world of betrayal and lies, and Mare has
entered a dangerous dance - Reds against Silvers, prince
against prince, and Mare against her own heart. ..



Escape to the desert nation of Miraji in...

Rebel of the Sands by Alwyn Hamilton

Miraji is a place where mythical beasts still roam the wild

and remote areas, and rumour has it that somewhere,

djinn still perform their magic. For humans, it’s an

f

e {frl!{-‘n,‘\"i new desert.

OF THE-

K SﬂNDS 'slinger with perfect aim, but she

AI’Hiza is all three. She’s a gifted gun-

can’t shoot her way out of Dustwalk,

*ALWYN®*
HAMILTON
Y \the back-country town where she’s

W\ destined to wind up wed or dead.

@ MM Then she meets Jin, a rakish
foreigner, in a shooting contest, and sees him as the
perfect escape route. But though she’s spent years
dreaming of leaving Dustwalk, she never imagined she’d
gallop away on mythical horse - or that it would take a
foreign fugitive to show her the heart of the desert she
thought she knew. Rebel of the Sands reveals what
happens when a dream deferred explodes - in the fires

of rebellion, of romantic passion, and the all-consuming

inferno of a girl finally, atlong [¢ o P e vaare 8 - 11

last, embracing her power.




Escape to Furthermore in...

Furthermore by Tahereh Mafi

There are only three things that matter to twelve-year
-old Alice Alexis Queensmeadow: Mother (who would
not miss her); magic and colour
(which seem to elude her); and
Father (who always loved her).
The day Father disappears from
Ferenwood he takes nothing
but a ruler with him. But it's
been almost three years since
then, and Alice is determined
to find him.

But bringing Father home is no
small matter. In order to find
him she'll have to travel
through the mythical, dangerous land of Furthermore
(a magical world bursting with colour and beauty),
where down can be up, paper is alive, and left can be
both right and very, very wrong. It will take all of
Alice's wits (and every limb she's got) to find Father
and return home to Ferenwood in one piece. On her
qguest to find Father, Alice must first find herself - and
hold fast to the magic of love in the face of loss.




Escape in to the land of Kelanna in....

The Reader by Traci Chee

Sefia knows what it means to survive. After her father is
murdered, she flees into the wilderness with her aunt Nin,
B who teaches her to hunt, track,
and steal. But when Nin is
kidnapped, leaving Sefia
completely alone, none of her
survival skills can help her
discover where Nin's been taken.
The only clue to both her aunt's
disappearance and her father's
murder is the odd rectangular
object her father left behind, an
object she comes to realize is a book--a marvellous item

unheard of in her otherwise illiterate society. With the help
of this book, and the aid of a mysterious stranger with dark
secrets of his own, Sefia sets out to rescue her aunt and find

out what really happened the day her Suitable for Years
father was killed and seek her revenge. 8-11

“This is a book, and a book is a world, and
words are the seeds in which meanings are curled. Pages of oceans
and margins of land are civilizations you hold in the palm of your
hand. But look at your world and your life seems to shrink to cities
of paper and seas made of ink. Do you know who you are, or have
you been misled? Are you the reader, or are you the read?”



