FRIENDS OF DEBENHAM HIGH SCHOOL

Date: 29t September 2025
Time: 18:00
Location: Debenham High School

Meeting called by: Vanessa Osborne

Chair
In Attendance
Mr Simon Martin Donna King Frances Hall Tom Herbert
Dagne Ciuksyte Natasha Barnes Natalie Rendell Vanessa Osborne
Tracey Corlett Jem Worrall Charlotte Mallett
Apologies from: Claire Knock, Graham Laws, Suzanne Evans, Rae B,
Declarations of interest : None received

Approval of minutes

The minutes of the last meeting 17t March 2025 were circulated and approved.

Treasurers Report

A balance sheet of monies was circulated with the agenda and approved.

ltems for Discussion

a)
b)

<)

d)

e)
f)

8)

h)

A welcome to Tom who joined us for the meeting.

Thank you to the volunteers attending the Y7 settling in evening. A list of parents who have signed
up as helpers is on file.

Thanks to the volunteers who supported the sports day refreshments and Summer raffle — both
good fundraisers. School kitchen would like to partner for this year’s sports day refreshments.
Donna and Natalie happy to run another raffle at Christmas.

Charlotte’s garden — update provided by Vanessa. Tiles to be collected and glazed and grouting is
required. Committee to consider a storage box for chair cushions.

Mini bus wrap - still waiting for quotations. Noted under planned expenditure.

Y6 open evening Thursday 9t October — Vanessa will contact 2x volunteers from parent helper list
to support refreshments. Donations can be taken but there is no charge to visiting parents.
Thompson & Morgan have been approached to donate seeds. All agreed FODS will purchase seeds
if no forthcoming donation. Vanessa will ask reprographics to help print labels. Volunteers
required to fill envelopes with seeds and hanging on tree. SMA will consider some student support
for this.

Dagne passed on a kind donation of 4 chess sets to the school from the Suffolk Junior Chess
organisation who were donating 400 sets to schools and local families. Thank you Dagne.
Upcoming fundraising :



Wednesday 5 November - stall at Debenham Fireworks evening. Ask parents for bottle
donations for a ‘bottle tombola’. Sell Christmas decorations as well. Doors open 6.30pm.
Gazebo will be needed and set up prior to this. Natasha and Vanessa have volunteered and Jem
and Natalie are around on the evening to support.

Christmas Raffle - Donna and Natalie have volunteered to run this but help is required from all
to get prizes. Aim to get the Form groups more competitive and a reward for the form/class
who collects the most towards the house hampers.

Saturday 6 December — St Mary’s Church Christmas Fair — selling the donated Christmas
decorations alongside a Guide/Scout stall. It was agreed not to have a stand-alone stall at other
craft fairs to sell the decorations. Any items left over to be sold via school gateway.

Wednesday 10 December — school Christmas concert — refreshments of tea/coffee, mulled
wine and homemade mince pies served in interval only (approx. 7.45pm). Volunteers required

to man.

Sunday 11* January — Chess tournament. Dagne has kindly offered to donate monies raised
from the 14 Martlesham Chess Tournament to FODS. Card readers to be loaned.

Thursday 227 January — Quiz Night — in school hall. Tables of 6-8 and single tickets for people
who would like to join a team. 7.30pm start and 10 rounds of questions. Refreshments offer of

bar and snacks. £1 heads/tails game and a raffle. Natasha, Fran and Steve volunteered to
support this.

Saturday 27* June — Summer Fair — volunteers required to take this on to organise.

Sunday 28" June - 16* Martlesham Chess Tournament — Dagne has kindly offered to donate
monies raised to FODS. Card readers to be loaned.

i) To look into premises licence for school. Will this save money on having several temporary TENs

licences — on first glance it is not viable for the number of licences FODS apply for (2-3 per year).
Premises licence is £70-350.

j) With several events in the pipeline we don’t want to overwhelm parents with too many letters and
requests for donations. Include in a school letter being sent out. Jules Normal aware.

k) Any receipts for items purchased — please pass directly to Charlotte for payment.

1) Please give Charlotte notice for any floats required.

m) A request was received from Nina Webb, Food Tech teacher for new fridge, utensils and storage for
the students. It was agreed to support with a £500 donation; proposed Donna, seconded Jem.
Donna to inform to the DT department.

n) Vanessa was presented with a bouquet of flowers as a thank you for her time as Chair on the
committee.

Date of Next Committee Meeting

Date TBC.

Meeting closed at 19:05
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