
Date: 2nd June 2025 

Time: 18:00  

Location: Debenham High School 

 

 Meeting called by:  Vanessa Osborne 

Chair 

In Attendance 

Mr Simon Martin   Frances Hall   Dagne Ciuksyte  

Natalie Rendell   Claire Knock      Jem Worrall    

Charlotte Mallett   Vanessa Osborne  Rae Betts 

 

Apologies from: Tracey Corlett, Graham Laws, Suzanne Evans, Gemma Griffin, Lindsey Clark, Donna 

King, Natasha Barnes 

Declarations of interest : None received 

Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the AGM 13th May 2024 were circulated and approved by all attendees. 

Board 

Chair – vacant after Vanessa officially resigned from the role and there was no volunteer to replace her. 

Treasurer – Claire Knock & Charlotte Mallett (in joint role) – proposed Natalie Rendell, seconded Dagne 

Ciuksyte 

Secretary – vacant after Vanessa officially resigned from the role and there was no volunteer to replace her. 

Committee Members : Tracey Corlett, Graham Laws, Frances Hall, Suzanne Evans, Donna King, Natasha 

Barnes, Natalie Rendell, Dagne Ciuksyte, Jem Worrall, Rae Betts 

(resignations received from Vanessa Osborne, Gemma Griffin, Lindsey Clark, Scarlett Nayler and Pip 

Johnstone) 

Chairs Report 

A Chair’s report was provided by Vanessa with the agenda and summarised at the meeting.  Copy 

attached.   Thanks was given to Vanessa for her time on the committee and for her involvement driving the 

mini bus fundraising campaign. 

Treasurers Report 

A balance sheet of monies was circulated with the agenda and was discussed at the meeting.  The accounts 

were adopted by the committee.  

Items for Discussion 
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a)  Metal recycling skip – with Thanks to Vanessa, Dagne and Graham for manning the skip on 

Thursday and Friday in half term.  A good, full load was collected by Sackers.  Vanessa offered to 

chase in a couple of weeks to see how much was raised. 

b) Y11 Leavers tile painting – with Thanks to Jem Worrall and Vanessa who manned the event.  

Vanessa has offered to send off the tiles for firing.  Vanessa offered to contact Mr Catling again 

regarding some advice on mounting in the garden.   

c) Summer concert will be held at the school this year.  Weds 25th & Thurs 26th June.  Vanessa will send 

email to committee to see if anyone is willing to support and organise/run the bar. 

d) Sports Day BBQ was cancelled due to a number of safeguarding issues of having parents within the 

school grounds at lunchtime.  It was agreed to offer tea/coffee, ice cream and cake.  Vanessa to email 

the committee to see if there is support to organise and run the refreshments. 

e)  It was suggested to organise a quiz in the Autumn term and to focus on new intake Y7s as an 

opportunity for them to meet other new parents – this will need a volunteer to be key contact and 

steer the group. 

f) The committee remain keen to run a fete next Summer.  Date must be fixed early September.  A 

volunteer will need to be a key contact and steer the group to organise. 

g) Donna & Natalie have offered to run a Summer raffle and this was agreed with support from the 

committee.   

h) Frances Hall volunteered to man a stand (with other committee volunteers) on Y7 Settling in 

Evening in September to promote the FODS committee.  It was suggested to leave leaflets on the 

chairs for parents to pick up advertising the next committee meeting (suggested 10 days after the 

evening) and inviting them to join and attend the meeting. 

Date of Next Committee Meeting 

TBC - End September – 10 days-ish after the Y7 settling in evening. 

 

Date of Next AGM 

TBC – once a new Chairperson has been found and co-opted to the Committee.  The meeting must be by 

end May 2026. 

 

NB - The group is established as a ‘Friends of the School’, rather than a PTA, and the Constitution specifies 

that as long as there is a minimum of 2 committee members/trustees then the group can continue operating 

whilst searching for a permanent chair.  In the meantime, Vanessa offered to work with Mr Martin to 

produce a parent letter to highlight the situation and to ask for volunteers to take on the named Officer 

position of Chair and Secretary. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 19:00 

 

 


