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Dear applicant,

I hope that this booklet finds you well in these uncertain and challenging times.

Several of you have got in contact to ask if there are things that you can do to prepare yourselves 
for A Level study in September and this has been very pleasing to us. This booklet contains 
a huge variety of things for you to do to ensure that you engage with your subjects but also 
enjoy learning. Whether it be Youtube videos, online lectures, books or articles, there should 
be something for everyone here. Each subject has come up with their own activities that they 
thought would help you and our careers department and pastoral officer have advice for you too. 
This encapsulates the Northgate Sixth Form way – subject specialists, excellent teaching and 
resources, a love of learning and personal support from a pastoral and academic viewpoint.

Each subject has set a challenge that we would like you to undertake and we hope that you 
will complete the challenges in the subjects you have applied for and send in your responses to 
the subject leader for that course. You will also find a bingo card of activities on the back page. 
Once you have completed a line, let us know and then when you complete all the activities 
email us to call house! There will be prizes in September for the first line and full house!

I hope that you find this booklet useful and please keep in touch to let us know how you 
get on or if you have any questions. Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter and I look forward to seeing you in September.

Stay safe,

Mr Alexander, 
Head of Sixth Form
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Team Sixth Form’s favourite: 

Favourite Book:  Catch 22 – Joseph Heller
Favourite Film:  The Godfather Part 2
Favourite Album:   London Calling – The Clash

Mr Banham, Deputy Headteacher

Favourite Book:   A Short History of Everything – Bill Bryson
Favourite Film:  Mad Max Fury Road

Favourite Album: The Prodigy Experience – The Prodigy

Mr Alexander, Head of Sixth Form

Favourite Book:  The Nightingale – Kristin Hannah
Favourite Film:   Dirty Dancing

Favourite Album: Survivor – Destiny’s Child

                       Miss Fowler, Assistant Head of Sixth Form (Year 12)

Favourite Book:  Despatches – Michael Herr 
Favourite Film: Step Brothers
Favourite Album: Powerage – ACDC

Mr Watson, Assistant Head of Sixth Form (Year 13)

Favourite Book:   Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin
Favourite Film:  Van Wilder Party Liaison
Favourite Album:  Counting Crows – Across a Wire

Mrs Pope, Assistant Head of Sixth Form

Favourite Book:  The Unmumsy Mum
Favourite Film: Dirty Dancing
Favourite Album: Divide – Ed Sheeran

Mrs Campbell, Admin Assistant

Favourite Book:  The Dilemma – B A Paris
Favourite Film: The Girl on the Train

Favourite Album: Eyes Open – Snow Patrol

Mrs Ward, Copy & Design Manager

Favourite Book:  The Other Boleyn Girl – Philippa Gregory
Favourite Film:   Lost in Translation 
Favourite Album: OK Computer – Radiohead

Mrs Calder, Careers Leader

Favourite Book:   Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  
– J. K. Rowling

Favourite Film: The Wedding Singer
Favourite Album: The Joshua Tree - U2

Mrs Nunn, Learning Support

book, film and album

Favourite Book:  Jack Dee (Thanks For Nothing)
Favourite Film:   The Green Mile
Favourite Album:  What a Time To Be Alive – Tom Walker

Mrs Cheesman, Admissions Officer
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L Art (Fine Art Endorsement)

Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader: Mr D Beattie

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Art is a typical offer. A grade 
6 or above in related subjects such as Graphics or Textiles could be accepted together with 
the inspection of a portfolio of work. A task can also be set for those with no GCSE in Art. 
There would be a requirement that this task would be working to a grade 6 at GCSE.

Drawing from direct observation; recording and communicating ideas, experiences, insights 
and information in visual and written form; gallery, museum, media and traditional research; 
technical instruction and media experimentation; development of ideas and concepts; production 
of artefacts; analysis and evaluation of the interrelationships between the above.

Work is internally assessed throughout the course and externally assessed by EDEXCEL at Final 
Exhibition.

Teaching and learning
Teaching is workshop-based and student-centred and aims to develop each student’s intellectual, 
aesthetic and creative potential and to teach appropriate skills and techniques. There are many 
opportunities to visit galleries and engage with artworks first-hand. There are Life Drawing 
sessions and an Open Studio policy throughout the day and after school.

Progression
Careers in the Visual Arts, Architecture, Art History, Museum and Gallery work, Curating, 
Illustration, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Website Design, Games Design, Animation, Set 
Design, Film and Fashion Design and Events Management.

Useful gallery websites and social media
Tate Modern, Tate Britain, National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, The Royal Academy, The 
Saatchi Gallery, The Serpentine Gallery, The Courtauld Gallery, White Cube, Ipswich Museums, 
Sainsbury’s Centre of Visual Arts, Firstsite.

Pinterest
Mr Beattie, Northgate Art

Reading List
Ways of Seeing – John Berger, The Story of Art – E.H. Gombrich, Drawing on the Right Side of 
the Brain – B. Edwards

Artists to study for Autumn
Pablo Picasso, Henri Matisse, Auguste Rodin, Barbara Hepworth, Alberto Giacometti, Kathe 
Kollwitz, Henry Moore, Egon Schiele, Francis Bacon, Antoni Tapies, Robert Rauschenberg, The 
Boyle Family, Anselm Kiefer, Jean-Michel Basquiat, Marlene Dumas, Lucien Freud, Ai Weiwei, 
Antony Gormley, Fiona Rae, Grayson Perry, Tracey Emin

Biology
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: OCR
Curriculum Leader: Miss H Mosley & Miss R Mitchell
Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Biology or at least one grade 6 
in Combined Science.
A Level consists of 6 modules:
Development of practical skills in Biology; Foundations in Biology; Exchange and Transport; Biodiversity, 
Evolution and Disease; Communication, Homeostasis and Energy; Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems.
Teaching and learning
A variety of teaching methods are used. Practical work is important and involves carrying out detailed 
procedures, recording results, making conclusions as well as evaluating data and experimental 
methods. Study skills tasks are set in order to develop these skills. Throughout the two years, students 
will complete Practical Activity Group (PAG) tasks which all contribute towards the achievement of a 
Practical Endorsement at the end of the course.
Progression
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Forensics, Biological Sciences, Botany, Ecology, Marine 
Biology, Physiotherapy, Paramedics, Nursing, Environmental Health and other careers where a 
Science A Level would be an advantage.
Twitter
@BBC Science News, @New Scientist
Websites
TEDed (Science and technology) – check out the how turtle shells evolved twice video, UK Research and 
Innovation – Coronavirus: the science explained
Podcasts
Let’s get Physiological
Documentaries to watch
Our Planet and Chasing Coral (available on Netflix), check out the Science and Nature A – Z on iPlayer 
(it has access to documentaries such as Secrets of Skin, Between Life and Death, Planet Earth, The 
Blue Planet, Climate Change – The Facts and many more).
Youtube channels to follow
Kurzgesagt (check out the Human Stuff, Medicine and Biology, Science and other stuff explained 
playlists), The Physiological Society, Medical Mavericks TV, BioRach
Films to watch
Contagion, Gattaca, Creation, Gorillas in the Mist or March of the Penguins
Things to Read
The Biologist (An online magazine published by the Royal Society of Biology), New Scientist magazine 
or CGP Head Start to A-Level Biology.
These are some of the books that our Science team have enjoyed reading
The Body by Bill Bryson, This is Going to Hurt: Secret Diaries of a Junior Doctor by Adam Kay, The 
Brain: The Story of You by David Eagleman, Unnatural Causes by Richard Shepard, All That Remains: 
A Life in Death or Written In Bone by Sue Black, Traces: The Memoir of a Forensic Scientist and 
Criminal Investigator, by Patricia Wiltshire, Why we Sleep: The New Science of Sleep & Dreams, by 
Matthew Walker, A life on Our Planet by David Attenborough and The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks by Rebecca Skloot.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
n  Set up a still life at home of objects that have some personal connection to you. Complete a 

full pencil drawing (2B,4B pencil) on separate A4 cartridge paper.
n With recycled objects only, create a realistic or abstract sculpture in the style of your choice.
n  Look for examples of ‘The Formal Elements’ in and around your home. This should include: 

Line, Tone, Shape, Texture, Colour, Pattern and Form. Record close-up photographs on a 
digital camera or on your phone.

We can’t wait to see your creative endeavors so if you would like to share your outcomes, 
please send a digital photograph of your work to the following e-mail:  
d-b@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Make a top trumps game of the organs of the body. Use the following categories: Size, Importance, 
Complexity, Frequency of use, How well protected it is and a Fun fact.  
Email it to: rim@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk



We challenge you!
Show off your chemistry knowledge through kitchen chemistry: Video yourself/take photos of an 
experiment safely carried out at home with an explanation of the chemistry behind it!
You might make your own red cabbage indicator or investigate the different colours in food dyes!
Email us with a link to your video or your photos & explanation to: pjs@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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L Business
Course: Two year A Level Exam Board: AQA Curriculum Leader: Mrs N Daglish

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in Business or GCSE grade 4 
in Mathematics and English Language if Business not studied at GCSE.

In year one you will explore the foundations of business and what it takes to be a good manager 
and leader. You will then move on to study the four key functions of a business; marketing, 
operations, finance and HR. In the second year the focus is on strategy and growing a business.

Learning
Learning in lessons is varied but due to the nature of the assessment the use of case studies is 
common. The emphasis is upon you contributing to your own learning by your involvement in 
lessons. Students will use the 5 R’s independent learning support to help complete their 5 hours 
per week private study. Support sessions offered throughout the year.

Progression
Business Studies is highly valuable for both university and School Leaver Programmes as it 
delivers an understanding of the ways organisations and economies work. Note: This subject 
could be considered with A Level Economics but this is not recommended as it may narrow 
university options.

Twitter
@SkyNews, @BBCNews, @Independent, @Guardian, @richardbranson, @timoreilley,  
@randizuckerberg, @tutor2uBusiness, @tutor2u_graham, Any inspirational entrepreneurs or 
businesses that you have an interest in. 

Documentaries and films
BBC iPlayer: The Nine to Five with Stacey Dooley, Beauty Laid Bare, Inside the Factory. 
Netflix: The True Cost, Broken – Episode on IKEA. Amazon Prime video: Pepsi vs Coke, 
Starbucks Unfiltered, Facebook – Cracking the Code, The Millennial Dream. Netflix: The Social 
Network, The Big Short, The Great Hack. Amazon Prime video and/or DVD: The Founder, 
Franchising; Deep Water Horizen – Ethical issues, Trump – What’s the Deal, The Internship – 
Amazon Prime video 

Books/Audiobooks 
Building Strong Brands by David Aaker; The Rise And Fall Of Marks & Spencer: and How It 
Rose Again by Judi Bevan; What you See is What you Get – My Autobiography by Alan Sugar; 
The Idea in You: How to Find It, Build It, and Change Your Life by Martin Amor; Screw It, Let’s 
Do It: Lessons In Life https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9FkeyvdA2M, by Richard Branson; 
The Virgin Way – FREE audio book – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wz40rdz7i4 by Richard 
Branson; The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey; The Four Hour Work 
Week by Timothy Ferriss; Think and Grow Rich by Napolean Hill; Anyone Can do it by Duncan 
Bannatyne, Wake up and Change Your Life by Duncan Bannatyne; The Everything Store: Jeff 
Bezos and the Age of Amazon, Brad Stone; Management in Ten Words by Terry Leahy, The New 
One Minute Manager – FREE audio book – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar4lrwXM4ao by 
Blanchard and Johnson

YouTube
Channels: Tutor2u, Taking the Biz, Two Teachers, Business as Usual. 

Chemistry
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mr P Silvester

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Chemistry or at least one 
grade 6 in Combined Science.

A Level consists of 6 modules:
1.  Development of practical skills in Chemistry 4. Core organic Chemistry
2. Foundations in Chemistry  5. Physical Chemistry and transition elements
3. Periodic table and energy 6. Organic Chemistry and analysis

Assessment
Assessment for the A Level consists of three examinations at the end of Year 13 that cover content 
and skills from the six modules.

Progression
Chemistry is a valued subject which sits centrally within the Sciences to support a wide range of 
careers and degree courses such as medicine, forensic science, law, financial services, dietetics, 
environmental health and chemical engineering.

Top 3 GCSE topics to brush up on
1. Quantitative Chemistry
2. Atomic structure and the periodic table
3. Bonding, structure and the properties of matter

Study pack to bridge the gap
OCR Kerboodle GCSE to A-level Transtion

YouTube clips to bridge the gap
MaChemGuy – Prep for A level Chemistry: https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLi6oabjl6coxUlfu8syK3K0iFXQIjwDUM  
Primrose kitten – Summer start for A-level Chemistry: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=WuZWbvlVYPw&list=PL7O6CcKg0HaEXpTtPXEiOfcZFsmhdle6e

Study guides to help
Head Start to A-level Chemistry (CGP A-Level Chemistry) ISBN: 9781782942801

Keep up to date
Twitter: @chemistryworld @roysocchem @funsizesuze @NatureChemistry @Professor_dave
Podcasts: www.chemistryworld.com/podcasts
YouTube channels: Periodic Videos, Ted-ed science, MaChemGuy, Allery Chemistry, SciShow 

Things to Read
Elemental: How the Periodic Table Can Now Explain (Nearly) Everything – Tim James  
(ISBN: 9781468317022)
 Periodic Tales: The Curious Lives of the Elements – Hugh Aldersey-Williams (ISBN: 9780141041452)
 The Periodic Table – Primo Levi (ISBN: 9780321303479)

Think ahead – Where might your A Levels take you?
UCAS: Related courses and jobs. Future morph: Careers from Chemistry. Royal Society of 
Chemistry: A future in Chemistry.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
Choose 3 companies. Create a fact file on each of the companies. The fact file should not be longer 
than two pages of A4 or 10 slides per company. Include: Who they are and what they do, key 
financial information on them, their ownership type, recent news articles on the company over the 
past 12 – 18 months, their plans for the future, their two major competitors and why? 
Email Mrs Daglish: N_D@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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L Computer Science
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mr A Howard

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Maths or Computer Science.

A Level consists of 3 units:
1. Computer systems (40%)
2.  Algorithms and programming (40%) non exam assessment
3. Programming project (20%)

Teaching and learning
Classes are taught a mix of practical and theory lessons.

Students will learn the fundamental principles of computing, focusing on developing coding skills 
by undertaking increasingly challenging tasks. Students will learn object orientated coding, 
assembly language as well as HTML, CSS and Java Script. Students will complete a substantial 
coding project, in a language of their choosing over the two-year course. The theory side of the 
course will build on the knowledge gained at GCSE, and cover topics including computational 
thinking, networks, encryption and many more.

Progression
Computer Science, Engineering and most Science degrees.
Employment in many sectors, including IT, banking, entertainment, research and 
entrepreneurial ventures (there are more jobs than qualified personnel in Computing)

Top three tips to get ready for A level computer science
1. Complete the game coding challenge.
2.  Familiarise yourself with the OCR A Level specification: https://www.ocr.org.uk/

Images/170844-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-computer-science-h446.pdf
3.  Gain an overview by using these YouTube videos: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=UdHK35N-Kuo&list=PLCiOXwirraUBj7HtVHfNZsnwjyZQj97da

Dance
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Miss H Patrick  

Subject specific entry requirements: Grade 4 in English Language. It is useful to 
have taken Dance at GCSE level but not essential.
The course requires students to develop, demonstrate and articulate practical and theoretical 
knowledge of: A Level Component 1 Performance and Choreography Practical exam: A solo 
performance linked to a specific practitioner within an area of study, a performance in a quartet and 
the choreography of a group. A Level Component 2 Critical Engagement 2 hour 30 minute written 
exam: Students are assessed on knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of set work. Two 
set works; ‘Rooster’ by Christopher Bruce and ‘Sutra’ by Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui. Questions are divided 
into two sections: short answer and essay response. Topics include ‘The Rambert Dance Company 
1966-2002’ and ‘The Independent Contemporary Dance Scene in Britain 2000-Current.’

Teaching and learning
Practical work, formal teaching of theory and critical appreciation, individual student research and 
choreography discussion.

Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to Dance and Performing Arts at degree or HND level. Careers 
relating to performing and teaching at both primary and secondary level.

Twitter Feeds
@Rambertdance – Rambert is the compulsory area of study on the spec, @New_Adventures – Matthew 
Bourne’s Company, @JVCompany – Jasmin Vardimon’s Company, @Sadlers¬_Wells – World’s No1 
venue dedicated to international dance, @onedanceuk – supporting dance in the UK, @dancingtimes – 
Britains leading dance magazine, @northgate_dance – This is also the Instagram handle for the Dance 
Department.

Pod Casts to listen to
Matthew Bourne’s Company New Adventures has a weekly podcast ‘Bourne to Dance’

Documentaries to watch 
The Curry House Kid (All4) following Akram Khan – a practitioner studied on the course, Akram 
Khan and Jocelyn Pook ‘Dust’ with the English National Ballet performing at Glastonbury (Youtube)

Youtube channels to follow 
Rambert Dance, Rambert Archive, New Adventures, Akram Khan Company, Jasmin Vardimon, Dance East

Vimeo channels to follow
Eastman – Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Article 19

Performances to watch on Youtube 
Matthew Bourne’s Nutcracker! Akram Khan Xenos (Paris 2019), Akram Khan Gnosis, Akram Khan 
Nameless

Performances for Autumn Term to watch and research 
Matthew Bourne’s Swanlake, Rooster by Christopher Bruce – all 8 sections shown separately, Akram 
Khan and Jocelyn Pook ‘Dust’ (Youtube)

Online dance classes
Available from Rambert at https://www.rambert.org.uk/join-in/rambert-home-studio/technique-for-
dance-students/. Available from Jasmin Vardimon at http://jasminvardimon.com/education/pop-up-
space/#pop-up-timetable

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
Choose a performance from the suggested list and use the movement to inspire an original solo 
version choreographed by yourself. Your solo can be in any style and should be 45 seconds long. 
Please give your work a title and brief description of what influenced its creation.  
Email it to: hlp@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Welcome to the beginning of our journey together to become innovators, entrepreneurs, 
problem solvers and Computer Scientists. I have put together a set of resources that will help 
you not only be ready for A Level computer science, but to hit the ground running, with the key 
skills for success. We will be sending you details via email on how to access these materials. 
Once you have unzipped the materials, read the PowerPoint first, then go to the defold 
challenge. We are running a competition, to see who can make the best game, using the defold 
engine. This will keep your coding skills fresh, provide a challenge, and who knows, maybe a 
commercially viable game. The best game will win a cool tech prize. 
Email it to: adh@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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L Design & Technology (Product Design)

Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: Eduqas

Curriculum Leader: Mr J Jenner

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in a Design & Technology 
subject, or a 6 in Maths plus a set task.

A Level consists of:
Component 1: Design & Technology in the 21st Century - 50%
Learners take a single examination in product design. The examination includes a mix of 
structured and extended writing questions assessing learner’s knowledge and understanding of:
 n technical principles
 n designing and making principles
along with their ability to analyse and evaluate wider issues in design and technology.

Component 2: Design & Make Project – Non-exam Assessment – Approx. 80 hrs - 50%
A sustained design and make project assessing the candidate’s ability to identify, investigate 
design, make and evaluate design prototypes.

Teaching and learning
There are two practical/design sessions and one theory session each week. A large percentage of 
the theory work will be delivered during practical and design stages of the course.

Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to degree level.

Twitter feeds
World of Engineering @engineers_feed, engineering.com @engineeringcom, Interesting 
Engineering @IntEngineering, NASA, @NASA, AutoCAD Lynn Allen, @Lynn-Allen.

YouTube channels to follow
Techmoan, Engineerguy, Lean Engineering, SmarterEveryDay, minutephysics, Vsauce.

Documentries to watch
Richard Hammonds BIG, Extreme Engineering, How It’s Made, Air Crash Investigations.

Things to read
IET Website (www.theiet.org/), Design Museum Website (https://designmuseum.org/#), 
EDEXCEL Product Design Website, Science Museum (www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home),  
BBC Technology (www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology).

Designers to follow and research
James Dyson, Philippe Stark, Ross Lovegrove, Norman Foster, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 
Jonathan Ives, Bethan Gray, Raymond Lowey, Marianne Brandt, Eileen Gray, Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, Ettore Sottsass, William Morris.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
Search ‘The Beyoncelogues’ on Youtube. You will find numerous videos of Nina Millin 
performing dramatic monologues using the lyrics of Beyonce songs! There are also ‘Swiftalogues’ 
using the lyrics of Taylor Swift. We would like you to choose a song and perform it in the style of 
a dramatic monologue. You can email your recordings to: hlp@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Research these designers and try to explain what it is that makes their work fit into different 
Design Movements. 
Have a go at doing some modelling using different mediums around your house. See what gives 
you the most realistic finish.
Access the Autodesk Fusion 360 CAD program and try modelling some household objects. 
When you’re finished, send the results in a keep an eye on our social media accounts to see if 
you can spot some of your work. If you have any problems or need some extra assistance then 
email: jmj@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

Drama & Theatre
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader: Miss H Patrick

Subject specific entry requirements: Grade 4 or above in Drama, or for those 
students who have not studied GCSE Drama, grade 4 in GCSE English Language.
Course specifications require students to demonstrate a practical understanding: of two complete 
and substantial texts and a minimum of three key extracts from three different texts. Students 
must study two influential theatre practitioners at A Level. Students are required to participate in: 
two performances, one devised and one from a performance text which has been studied as part of 
the course

Component 1: Devising.
40% of qualification (Practical)

Component 2: Text in performance.
20% of qualification (Practical)

Component 3: Theatre makers in practice.
40% of qualification (Examination)

Teaching and learning
Practical work, formal teaching of theory, live theatre, individual student research, discussion and 
rehearsal.

Progression
With other A Level subjects for entry to Drama and Performing Arts at degree or HND level. 
Careers relating to the theatre including lighting, stage management, performing and teaching at 
both primary and secondary level.

Twitter feeds 
@NationalTheatre – Northgate subscribes to the National Theatre and this will be available to you 
when you join us. 
@DT_Plus – Digital resources for Drama and English. Another resource we subscribe to
@GeckoTheatre – Physical theatre company based in Ipswich
@franticassembly – Internationally renowned theatre company
@NewWolsey – Our local theatre space

Documentaries to watch
Any interviews on the Gecko and Frantic Assembly Youtube channel. 
Frantic Assembly have also launched Frantic Digital which you can access via their website  
www.franticassembly.co.uk to access podcasts, interviews, behind the scenes footage and production 
footage 

Youtube channels to follow
National Theatre. Gecko. Frantic Assembly. Splendidtheatreuk

Performances to watch on Youtube
The Time of Your Life – Full show – Gecko. The Race – Full show – Gecko

Performances for Autumn Term to watch and research
The Time of Your Life – Full show – Gecko
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L Economics
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader: Mr W Pierce

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 5 in Mathematics.

It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied economics before. You might have an interest in 
economics and want to know more about the impact economics has on the world around you. 
You might want to investigate some of the stories you hear in the news – Why do some economies 
grow and others don’t? Why didn’t economists predict the Global Financial Crisis? This course 
will help you to understand all this and much more. The A Level in Economics covers a broad 
range of issues on both a local and global level. Areas include: Financial Economics, Development 
Economics, International Trade Economics, and Business Economics.

Teaching and learning
Learning in lessons is varied but due to the nature of the assessment the use of real-world economic 
data, articles, and case studies are all common. The emphasis is upon you contributing to your own 
learning through your active involvement in lessons.

Progression
Studying economics will help you develop transferable skills that will prepare you for studying at 
university or moving into the world of work. Suitable higher education courses include economics 
degrees or degrees in applied economics such as environmental economics, labour economics, 
public sector economics or development economics. You might choose to study a business 
management or related degree. Economics students can follow a vast range of careers in industry, 
commerce, finance and the civil service.

Youtube channels to follow
https://www.youtube.com/user/WorldEconomicForum/videos, https://www.youtube.com/user/
EconomistMagazine, https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrhpR40o4n5wZ1TVyXx-
46hKf66uRbADV

Websites to visit
https://thecrashcourse.com/courses/economics, https://www.tutor2u.net/, http://timharford.com/

Things to watch
EconplusDal – Excellent A-Level specific review videos, Crash Course Economics – Very good 
summaries of the core ideas within economics, The Economist – Short videos on many interesting 
topics. Useful for application to the real world, World Economic Forum – Quick introduction videos 
to many current issues in the world, Tutor2u – Excellent resource for A Level Economics, FT 
Features – Longer videos on some really interesting topics that usually link well to your subjects.

Reading list
BBC News website – Keep up to date with the latest business news and global politics, Deloitte 
Monday Briefing – Great weekly blog posts on a range of topics. Sign up for it to come straight to 
your inbox every Monday morning, Undercover Economist – Tim Harford writes a weekly blog on 
economics and current affairs, The Dangerous Economist – Quick and easy to follow weekly blog 
bringing economics into the real world.

English Language
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA

Curriculum Leaders: Mrs C Wright & Miss G Smy

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in English Language.
Over the course, students will be required to study a diverse range of texts and analyse how 
language is used to create meaning and representation. There will be a strong focus on the impacts 
of contextual factors on language and students will study the impact of social groups, age, gender, 
class, and region, on our use of language. Students will also learn about child language acquisition 
and language change. Students will also undertake non-examination assessment in the form of an 
independent investigation and a piece of original writing and commentary.

Teaching and learning
Discussion, study and close analysis of a range of written and spoken texts. The approach to teaching 
and learning gives students academic confidence as well as knowledge about the English language. The 
course is designed to encourage students to improve their study skills to prepare them for further study 
or work-based endeavours.

Progression
Degrees in English Language and Linguistics will generally require English Language A Level study. 
Potential career paths include journalism, publishing, print media, P.R, broadcasting and law-based 
work.

Course books to read
Cambridge English Language A/AS Level for AQA student book, Marcello Giovanelli et al; Oxford AQA 
English Language A Level and AS, Angela Goddard et al.

Other useful texts
Anything by David Crystal – start with, A Glossary of Netspeak and Textspeak (Edinburgh University 
Press, 2004); Language and the Internet (CUP, 2001); Internet linguistics: a student guide (Routledge, 
2011); The Language of Speech and Writing, Ronald Carter and Sandra Cornbleet (Routledge, 2001); 
English Grammar For Today, Leech, Deuchar, and Hoogenraad (Palgrave, 2005); Doing Pragmatics, 
Peter Grundy (Hodder, 2008); Variation across Speech and Writing, Doug Biber (CUP, 1991); Language 
and Representation in Language, Alison Ross (English and Media Centre, 2013); AS/A2 English 
Language Alan Gardiner, (Pearson, 2008); Cambridge Grammar of English, Carter and McCarthy, 
(CUP, 2006) + any articles from EMC (English & Media Centre) https://www.englishandmedia.
co.uk/e-magazine/. Access and read articles and editorials from any of the key newspaper publications, 
especially The Guardian, The Times, The Daily Mail, Metro

YouTube
Learn English with Papa Teach me, The Adventure of English with Melvyn Bragg: https://www.ted.
com/search?q=linguistics

Websites, Podcasts and Blogs to explore
http://www.davidcrystal.com/, https://www.thoughtco.com/search?q=linguistics, http://englishlangsfx.
blogspot.com/, https://www.english-grammar-revolution.com/, https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/
language-courses/linguistics https://anchor.fm/revisealevelenglang, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b006qtnz/episodes/player, https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts?q=english, http://www.bbc.co.uk/voices/. 
Leaping into Language: Moving from GCSE to A Level Language Study – this is a resource provided by 
the EMC available on the Northgate High School Learning Portal. It is full of really interesting articles 
that relate to the areas of study in this subject – certainly read Becoming an A Level Language Student 
by Dr Marcello Giovanelli

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
1.  Read a published or online article/editorial of your choice. Think, make a note possibly, of how 

the writer uses language to represent the subject and their view of it. Start a notebook of words 
or phrases that you found engaging.

2.  Go to BBC Radio 4 Word of Mouth https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qtnz/episodes/player 
Choose one programme to listen to – there as so many fascinating topics covered. We challenge 
you not to want to listen to more of them! Email your work to: slm@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Thinking like an Economist
In Economics we use data (empirical evidence) to draw conclusions and spot patterns. Often 
this information is presented in graphical form. Find an interesting graph (or set of data) 
that explains something significant that has changed as a result of the current crisis we find 
ourselves in. Send it to Mr Pierce (Head of Economics): WMP@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk 
with a very brief explanation of what is happening .
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Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader: Mr I Bailey 

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in English Language  
or English Literature.

The course is assessed by a mixture of examined and coursework components.

Teaching and learning
Students will closely analyse films set by the WJEC. The components are, ‘Varieties in Film and 
Filmmaking’ – including, Hollywood film, contemporary American cinema and British film since 
1995, and secondly, ‘Global Film Making Perspectives’ – including, Global film, Documentary 
film, Silent film and Experimental film. These topics will consider the relationship between film 
production and audiences, narratives and genre.

Students will have the opportunity to create a short film using the Mini Mac suite or write a 
screenplay and create a storyboard as part of their coursework.

Progression
Suitable for those interested in further education in many subjects including Literature, Language, 
History, Sociology, Art, Photography, and Media and Cultural Studies courses at a degree level. It 
may be useful for a career in television, film, radio and journalism. 

Twitter Feeds
@denofgeek – movie and tv news, @filmstudiesff – film research, @boxofficemojo – box office stats, @
KermodeMovie – film reviews, @empiremagazine – film news, @OnePerfectShot– cinematography 
and more

Podcasts
Kermode on Film, Kermode and Mayo’s Film Review, The Empire Film Podcast

Documentaries to watch
Life Cinematic (iPlayer), Inside Cinema (iPlayer), Mark Kermode’s Secrets of Cinema (iPlayer), 
Search for ’40 days to Learn Film’ with Mark Cousins on vimeo

Youtube channels to follow
Lessons from the Screenplay, Every Frame a Painting, The Nerdwriter, 

Films to watch
Anything Pixar, Mad Max Fury Road, The Shawshank Redemption, Memento.  Watch as many 
films as you can!

Films for Autumn Term to research
Winter’s Bone, Boyhood, Vertigo, Do the Right Thing

Things to read
Empire Magazine, Total Film, The Big Picture by Ben Fritz.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
Choose a film and make a new poster for it using only things found in your house. 
Email it to: jma@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Find a novel extract that you think is interesting. Write an exam style question for this as an 
unseen prose text. For example: Explore the significance of ________ in this extract. How might 
you answer this question. Email it to: all@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

English Literature
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA 
Curriculum Leader: Mrs C Wright & Miss G Smy
Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in either English Language or 
English Literature.
For the English Literature A Level there are two exams, as well as a piece of coursework.
Paper One (three hours) is on the theme of Love Through the Ages. There will be an extract to 
analyse from the Shakespeare play studied in class, as well as a comparison of two unseen poems and 
an essay linking a novel and some poems on a love theme. In Paper Two, you will write on poetry, 
a play and a novel (one written since 2000). There will be close analysis of language and techniques, 
consideration of different viewpoints, and comparison of the presentation of a modern day issue in 
two texts. The coursework (20% of your overall grade) involves comparing an idea, theme or character 
in two texts that you have chosen, one of which must have been written before 1900. You could look at 
villains, madness, male or female characters, the gothic...anything you’re interested in.
Teaching and learning
Close reading, discussion and activities around the texts in pairs, groups or as a class sharing your 
favourite book, creative writing, research on writers and texts, and theatre trips.
Progression
A Level English Literature supports a wide range of university courses and careers, including 
journalism, marketing, teaching, publishing, research, public relations and the Civil Service.
Course books to read
‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Penguin Modern Classics ISBN 9780141182636), ‘All My 
Sons’ by Arthur Miller (Penguin Modern Classics 9780141187884), ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest’ by Ken Kesey (Penguin Modern Classics, ISBN 9780141187884), ‘Feminine Gospels’ by 
Carol Ann Duffy (Picado, ISBN 9780330486446), ‘Othello’ by William Shakespeare (Cambridge, 
9781107615595). Any pre 1900 text that you like the look of; good ones include: ‘The Picture of 
Dorian Gray’ by Oscar Wilde, ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelly, ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’ by Charlotte 
Perkins Gilmore (and her other short stories), ‘The Time Machine’ or ‘The War of the Worlds’ by 
H.G. Wells, ‘Great Expectations’ or ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens. 
Documentaries and interviews to watch
Novels that Shaped Our World BBC iPlayer. The emagazine website includes a collection of video 
interviews with leading writers, academics and critics https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/video-
clips/clip-listing/making-the-leap-moving-from-gcse-to-alevel-literature-study-emagclips 
Plays to watch
Digital Theatre offers a wide range of plays to watch on-demand (including from the Royal Shakespeare 
Company). Although this is a subscription site, some of their plays are available on their YouTube 
site. They are also currently offering a 30-day free trial https://www.digitaltheatre.com/consumer/
productions. You could watch ‘Othello’ or take a look around and watch some other productions. 
Films and programmes to watch 
FILMS: ‘The Great Gatsby’, ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’, ‘Othello’ any A Level standard books 
that have been made into films. SERIES: ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, ‘War and Peace’, ‘A Christmas 
Carol’, ‘Noughts and Crosses’, ‘Dracula’ all available on BBC iPlayer, 
Websites to visit
The British Library website is brilliant: www.bl.uk/discovering-literature and take a look at  
www.peripeteia.webs.com
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We challenge you!
Our challenge to you is to enter the Royal Geographical Society’s Young Geographer of the Year 
Competition. This year the theme is ‘Remapping Our Lives’ and you are being asked to create an 
annotated map which reveals how your life has been shaped by the Covid Pandemic. 
You can find the information here: https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-
geographer-of-the-year/2021-competition/ 
The deadline for entries is Thursday 22nd July 2021 at 5.00pm.
Email: amt@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk to let us know how you get on!

Geography
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Ms A Turner

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Geography, or for students 
who have not studied GCSE Geography, grade 6 in English Language or English Literature.

A Level consists of 4 units:
Physical Systems – Coastal Landscapes and Earth’s Life Support Systems; Human 
Interactions – Changing Spaces and Global Migration & Human Rights; Geographical Debates 
– Climate Change and Hazardous Earth and Investigative Geography – an independent 
investigation in the form of a written report.

Teaching and learning
A wide range of resources are used to create an interesting and varied learning environment. 
Fieldwork is an integral part of the course and there is the opportunity to participate in a 
residential fieldtrip to Iceland as well a number of day visits.

Progression
Degrees in Geography, Bio-geography, Planning, Environmental Science, Conservation, Meteorology 
and Development Studies, leading to careers in a wide and varied number of professions.

Online news articles
The conversation.com, BBC news, The Guardian 

Podcasts
Costing the Earth (iPlayer), Royal Geographical Society – “Ask the Geographer podcasts” 

Books
Remember you can make use of the local libraries’ digital library service for books – you don’t have 
to access hard copies. Prisoners of Geography (Marshall, T),  Factfulness: Ten reasons we’re wrong 
about the world – and why things are better than you think  (Rosling, H 2019), Adventures in the 
Anthropocene (Vince, G) (2016)

Documentaries
The following are all available on free on demand services:
iPlayer – David Attenborough Box Sets – there are 9 amazing boxsets available on iPlayer, The 
Americas with Simon Reeve, Simon Reeve around the world. ITV Hub – Britain Underwater: 
Fighting the Floods, Joanna Lumley’s Hidden Caribbean: Havana to Haiti. 4oD – Channel 4 on 
demand – When the Immigrants Leave (Dispatches), China’s Lonely Hearts (Unreported World),The 
world’s dirtiest river (Unreported world), Forests of Fear, Hurricane Hell (Unreported World), The 
World’s Dirtiest Air (Unreported World), The week Britain Froze (Dispatches)

Films
Touching the Void (15), Before the Flood (2016) (PG) – National Geographic, The Impossible (2012) 
(12), Slumdog Millionaire (15), Our Planet (Netflix series), Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom (12), 
Hotel Rwanda (12), The Last King of Scotland (15), Into the Wild (2007) (15).

Graphics (Art & Design)

Course: Two year A Level  Exam Board: OCR  Curriculum Leader: Mr M Gaffney

Subject specific entry requirements: Grade 6 in Design Technology or Art.

This course progresses naturally from GCSE and is intended to meet the needs of students who 
have an interest and aptitude in graphics and would like to undertake further study in design 
or take up careers for which design is relevant. The candidates are encouraged to demonstrate 
their abilities through projects that can be developed according to individual interests. The areas 
for study include: Advertising and Design Layout, Illustration, Computer Graphics, Typography 
and Packaging Design. The use of technology to aid graphic design and word processing will be 
encouraged and expected where appropriate.

Teaching and learning
The A Level consists of 2 components:
Component 1 is worth 60% and is a coursework unit. 
Component 2 is worth 40% and is an externally set assignment completed under controlled 
conditions.

Progression
A Foundation Course, Degree or an Apprenticeship in the following: Architecture, Interior design, 
Illustration, Branding, Packaging Design, Book Design, Graphic Design, Game Designer, Medical 
Illustrator or Animation.

Research
Investigate the theme of ‘Maps’ on Pinterest and the internet. You could also use magazines for 
inspiration.

Artists to investigate
Harry Beck, Jasper Johns, Linda Gass, Paula Scher, Susan Stockwell, James Hancock, Jennifer 
Collier, Steph Medford, Sarah Drake.

Twitter feeds
GraphicDesign @AtGraphicDesign, Typographica @typographica, Design Museum @DesignMuseum, 
Designers & Books @designersbooks

YouTube channels to follow
Will Paterson, Adobe Photoshop, Swerve Tutorials, Every Tuesday, 

Documentaries to watch
Abstract: The Art of Design (Netflix), Floyd Norman: An Animated Life (Netflix),  
Helvetica (iTunes & Amazon), 

Things to read
IET Website (www.theiet.org/), Design Museum Website (https://designmuseum.org/#), www.
dezeen.com/design/graphics/, https://www.creativereview.co.uk/landing-page/graphic-design-
news/, Thegraphicdesignschool.com

We challenge you!
Subject ‘MAPS’. Mind-Map as many different types of maps as you can for example: 
underground stations, countries and landmarks, a famous person – mind-map their life or you 
could create a life map of someone in your family. These are just a few ideas.
Investigate two or more artists above. You can come up with your own artists if you prefer. 
Find out information and examples of their work. Then create a piece of work inspired by maps 
using your artists style. It will be exciting to see what you can come up with.  
Email your work to: MIG@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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History
Course: Two year A Level  Exam Board: EDEXCEL  Curriculum Leader: Miss Z Quinton

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in History, or for students 
who have not studied GCSE History, grade 6 in English Language or English Literature.

Y12 Course Content
1. Germany and West Germany 1918-1989. 2. The Rise and Fall of Fascism in Italy 1911-1946 

Y13 Course Content
1. The British Experience of War 1790-1918. 2. Work of the Historian

Teaching and learning
Independent and group research and presentations, formal teaching, use of written and non-
written sources, discussion, peer teaching, essay writing, opportunities for review and reflection.

Progression
History is useful for degrees such as Law and Politics and can, with other A Levels, also contribute 
to careers in archaeology, architecture, economics, town planning, journalism etc.

Twitter feeds
@HistoryExtra, @HistoryToday, @ALevelGuide, @tutor2uHistory, @AboutHistoryMag, @I_W_M 

Podcasts
You’re Dead to Me (BBC Sounds), The History Hour (BBC Sounds), The Italian Freedom Trail 
(BBC Sounds), Witness History (BBC Sounds), Elizabethan Subjects (BBC Sounds), The Essay: The 
Weimar Years (BBC Sounds), Napoleon: The Man and the Myths (BBC Sounds), Versus History 
(versushistory.com) 

Documentaries to watch
History Hit (historyhit.com), Evolution of Evil: Benito Mussolini (YouTube), Fascism in Colour: 
Mussolini in Power (YouTube), Auschwitz: The Nazi’s and the Final Solution (Netflix), World War 
II in Colour (Netflix), Ben Building: Mussolini, Monuments and Modernism (BBC iPlayer), Three 
Women Who Defied the Nazis (BBC iPlayer), Elizabeth I: The Golden Era (My5)

Films to watch
Schindler’s List, The Pianist, Defiance, Mary Queen of Scots, 1917, Elizabeth, Dunkirk, Darkest 
Hour

Individuals for Autumn Term to research
Gabriele D’Annunzio, Giovanni Giolitti, Gustav Stresemann, Friedrich Ebert, Mary Queen of Scots.

Books to read
Fascist Voices (Christopher Duggan), Mussolini’s Island (Sarah Day), Mussolini’s Italy: Life under 
the Dictatorship, 1915-1945 (R J B Bosworth), European Dictatorships 1918-1945 (Stephen J 
Lee), The Shortest History of Germany (James Hawes), Travellers in the Third Reich (Julia Boyd), 
Stasiland (Anna Funder), Fatherland (Robert Harris), Hitler (Ian Kershaw), VIP: Elizabeth I 
(Patrick Collinson), Elizabeth I (Helen Castor)

We challenge you!
Create a historical review of one of the things on this reading and watching list. Consider how 
useful it would be to someone studying that topic. What did you actually learn from it? How 
could it have been better balanced? What perspectives did it offer? What was missing? Did it 
only focus on one story or one viewpoint? Be creative in creating your review- make a video, a 
podcast, a song, create a debate and record it or write a critical article.  
Email your review to: rmo@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk 

Law
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mrs K Whittingham

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in English Language  
or Literature.

Students will sit three papers at the end of Year 13:

Paper One: This covers the legal system and criminal law. Topics covered include civil and criminal 
courts, legal personnel, fatal and non-fatal offences against the person, theft, robbery and burglary.

Paper Two: This covers law making and the law of tort. Topics covered include delegated 
legislation, statutory interpretation, judicial precedent, liability in negligence, vicarious liability and 
occupiers’ liability.

Paper Three: This covers further law and contract law. Topics covered include morality, justice, 
and the interaction between law and society.

Teaching and learning
Variety of teaching methods are used and students are encouraged to do independent research. The 
course includes trips to the Crown Court and visits by outside speakers. We also take part in the 
National Mock Trial competition as well as internal mock trials

Progression
Many A Level students have found the course an invaluable start to their career in law. Many have 
gone on to study law at University or have gained apprenticeships at local legal practices. The course 
is also relevant for those wishing to join the Police Force or Crown Prosecution Service. It can also be 
used with other subjects for entry to university courses.

Twitter feeds
@ The Secret Barrister, @Joshua Rosenberg, @Clive Stafford Smith 

Podcasts
Radio 4 Law in Action: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006tgy1/episodes/player
Radio 4 The Moral Maze: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qk11/episodes/downloads
Online lectures: Gresham College – https://www.gresham.ac.uk, then search Law.

Course resources 
Flipped Law – have a browse through the topics we cover –find out what you have to do to be 
guilty of murder, for example
Username: k_w@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk, Password: revise 2020

Reading list
The Secret Barrister

Films
Twelve Angry Men, Erin Brockovitch, Provoked, Let him Have It, The Client, The Firm

We challenge you!
Why were so many young people campaigning against the recent Police Crime sentencing and 
Courts Bill 2021 and how will it affect protests such as Extinction Rebellion’s in 2019 and the 
recent Black Lives Matter protests. Email: k_w@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk to let us know 
your thoughts on this.
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Maths & Further Maths
Course: Two year A Level   Exam Board: OCR   Curriculum Leader: Miss C King

Maths subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Maths.
Further Maths subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 7 in Maths.
Students complete their A Level Mathematics course in Year 12 and embark on their Further 
Mathematics course after the summer modules in Year 12.
The A Level course is examined by three 2 hour papers at the end of Year 13:
n Paper 1 – Pure Mathematics n Paper 2 – Pure Mathematics and Statistics  
n Paper 3 – Pure Mathematics and Mechanics
The full further maths A Level course consists of four components (but more can be taken):
n Two mandatory pure mathematics components (Pure core 1 & 2). There will also need to be at 
least two components chosen from: n Statistics including the Poisson Distribution. n One Mechanics 
module including Projectiles, Energy, Work and Power and Centres of Mass. n One further module on 
Pure Mathematics.

Teaching and learning
Maths: Include traditional and investigational methods. Students will do both individual and group 
work. Regular homework assignments will be set and students will be expected to own a Texas TI 30x 
Pro or a Casio Classwiz Fx-991EX calculator. Further Maths: Include traditional and investigational 
methods. Students will do both individual and group work. There is no coursework element, but regular 
homework assignments will be set.

Progression
Maths: A university course or employment in the science, computing or business world would benefit 
from a qualification in A Level Mathematics. A good grade in A Level Mathematics is needed for a degree 
in Mathematics (Further Mathematics would be expected for Oxford or Cambridge). Further Maths: is 
required for students hoping to study Mathematics at Oxford or Cambridge and is advantageous to those 
wishing to study Computer Science, Economics or Engineering. Further Mathematics is desirable, but not 
essential, for a Mathematics degree at any other university.

Watching list
To prepare for next year, it is vital to finish off the consolidation of your learning to embed your learning 
into your long term memory. This crucially means you need to actually do maths, thus we recommend the 
following steps: 1) Watch this video about how Northgate Sixth Formers revised for their maths GCSEs 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zevWtSFUv44&feature=youtu.be. 2) In the video above, the students 
mention screencasts as being a really useful way of revising when they’re not at school. Watch this video 
to see how to use these screencasts most efficiently, and why we recommend using a black and red pen: 
https://youtu.be/iSKgDUabA-Q 3).

Websites to visit
Go to www.northgatemaths.co.uk (the password is ruler) and have a look around the site initially. 1) 
The Process of learning maths is here https://www.northgatemaths.co.uk/process-pic. 2) You can access 
lots of past papers (OCR ones, and we do OCR for both GCSE and A’ level) by clicking here: https://www.
northgatemaths.co.uk/papers-screencasts. 3) You can make some of your mathematical skills become 
automatic, which is a real boost to your chances of success at A’ level by doing the HA skills checks 
(https://www.northgatemaths.co.uk/ha-pdfs) or the HAA skills checks (https://www.northgatemaths.
co.uk/haa-pdfs). Those take you to the questions, by clicking on the red button at the top (changes to 
black when you hover on it), it will take you to where you can choose the appropriate screencast support. 
d) This page gives you links to other resources, including, for example, the excellent mathsgenie https://
www.northgatemaths.co.uk/resources. We will be adding a page to the northgatemaths website in June 
which will have links to some amazing videos to entertain you, some excellent podcasts to make you think 
deeper and some fascinating books and articles to inspire you to do great things!

We challenge you!
We will contact you with further details about this but, right now, the most important thing is to 
really embed everything that you have covered so far in your GCSE mathematics course into your 
long-term memory by doing some maths! 
If you have any questions, please contact: cfk@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

We challenge you!
Write a critical review of a film, Tv Show, computer game or podcast that you have watched/
listened to recently. Your review should:
n Focus on strengths and weaknesses
n Use evidence to support ideas
n  Draw a conclusion, saying whether something will be useful for, or interesting to, its 

audience and purpose
n Give personal opinion with confidence and authority

Email it to: i-b@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

Media Studies
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: WJEC Eduqas

Curriculum Leader: Mr I Bailey

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in English Language or  
English Literature.

At A Level, students investigate the media in order to understand and evaluate how meanings 
and responses are created. The media landscape and its changing contexts are studied in terms of 
products, platforms and technologies.
Students are encouraged to demonstrate, develop and formulate their understanding of the media 
and its influential role in society as well as debating contemporary media issues.
Students will be assessed by a mixture of examination and practical tasks.

Teaching and learning
Group work, discussion, debate and research. Also, essay writing, presentations, analysis and 
creative productions using Mac Mini suite.

Progression
Suitable for students interested in further education in Art and Photography, English, History, 
Film Studies at degree level. It may also be useful for a career in television, film, radio and 
journalism.

Twitter feeds
@DailyMirror and @thetimes – British daily newspapers, @Disney and @Marvel – Film producers 
and distributors, @Zoella – celebrity vlogger etc, @Emmabarnett and @laurenlaverne – journalists 
and presenters of Late Night Woman’s Hour

Podcasts
Late Night Woman’s Hour podcast on BBC Radio4

Documentaries to watch
Miss Representation – a look at mainstream media’s portrayal of women (Netflix).
The Great Hack – a film about the Facebook – Cambridge Analytica scandal (Netflix)

YouTube channels to follow
Zoella and her second channel Zoe Sugg, Pop Culture Detective and Feminist Frequency – critical 
looks at media representation

Films to watch
Anything Marvel (now owned by Disney)

Things to read
A good place to start is The Guardian Culture page on theguardian.com website.
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We challenge you!
Working from a starting point of your choice from either portraiture, abstract, landscape or still 
life make a set of three linked images (a triptych). These three images should tell a story and 
function as a whole. Shooting either using a film or digital camera complete a shoot inspired by 
a new photographer you just discovered. Try to imitate their style but also put your own spin 
on their ideas. You can shoot out on location or in your home. Carefully consider their colour 
scheme, the compositions of their images and the camera height and viewpoint.  
Below are some photographers to get you started and help spark a few ideas:  
n Still life: Irvine Penn, Joss Mckinley, Margreit Smulders, Edward Weston 
n Portraiture: Diane Arbus, Sally Mann, Viviane Sassen, William Eggleston 
n Abstract: Wolfgang Tillmans, Man Ray, Zara Carpenter,Aude Angot 
n Landscape: Pan Crazi, Fay Goodwin, Rinko Kawauchi, Victoria Siemer  
Email your work to: amg@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

Photography
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader: Miss A Gladding

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 5 in Art, or a task can be set for 
those without GCSE Art. Each student will need to obtain a 35mm SLR camera with manual 
facilities. They will also need access to a digital camera – this does not need to be a DSLR.

Study will fall into three main areas: darkroom practice, digital practice, predominantly using 
Photoshop and experimental fine art photography. Maintaining a visual diary or sketchbook is 
an integral part of the course. All necessary technical aspects of the course will be taught, but 
students are expected to develop personal ideas through research and investigation, including 
demonstrating an understanding of the context of their own  work and the work of others.

Teaching and learning
The majority of lessons will be practical workshops with regular tutorials. There are many 
opportunities to visit galleries and engage with photography first-hand. There is an Open Studio 
policy throughout the day and after school.

Progression
Careers in the Visual Arts, Website Design, Fashion Photography, Photo Journalism, Advertising, 
Media and Performing Arts, Illustration, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Website Design, Games 
Design, Animation and Film.

Websites for equipment 
Ideally all A-level photography students will have an analogue camera (manual, film camera) and a 
digital camera (this does not have to be a DSLR and could be a bridge camera)
www.wexphotovideo.com; www.shop.lomography.com/en; www.lcegroup.co.uk (London camera 
exchange); www.analoguewonderland.co.uk/; www.shop.silverprint.co.uk/ 

Photography, Art and Design website / blogs
Great for articles, art history, exhibitions and events info, artist research, tips and tutorials:
www.independent-photo.com/; www.fstoppers.com/; www.35mmc.com; www.creativeboom.com; 
www.trendland.com/; www.thisiscolossal.com/; www.emulsive.org/; www.kosmofoto.com/ 

Photography Art and Design magazines (most available to read online or a 
subscription is a great gift to ask for at Christmas or birthday)
British Journal of Photography, ID magazine, Aesthetica magazine, Dazed and Confused, Analog 
Forever magazine, Creative Review, Somewhere magazine, Subjectively Objective, Aperture, Noice, 
Paper journal, Archive collective, GUP (Guide to Unique Photography), The Great Discontent (TGD), 
Photomachina, Street Photography International, Minimal Zine, YET

Physical Education
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA   

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Smith

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in English Language or Literature 
and grade 5 in any GCSE Science qualification or merit in a BTEC Science qualification. 

The course consists of three topic areas; Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Skill Acquisition and 
Sports Psychology and Sport in Society and Technology in Sport that equate to 70% of the course. 
The non-examined assessment part of the course is broken down into two parts and equates to 
30% of the course. 15% is a performance analysis and 15% is a written analysis.

Teaching and learning
3x75 minute lessons of theoretical study, in which staff will utilise a variety of approaches. 1x75 
minute lesson of practical which will support the completion and collation of performance evidence.

Progression
Degree level study, which could lead to employment within physiotherapy, sports science, sports 
medicine and teaching professions.

Specification at a glance
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/pe/specifications/AQA-7582-SP-2016.PDF

Interesting texts to read 
The following texts raise some great discussion in relation to topic areas we will cover in the 
specification: “The Greatest” Matthew Syed ISBN 978-1-473-65366-5. “The Talent code” Daniel 
Coyle ISBN 978-0-099-51985-0.

Interesting documentaries
The following documentaries may provide you with something relevant and engaging to consider 
some aspects of the specification: “All or Nothing” Manchester City, which links nicely to the topic 
areas of Leadership and group dynamics. “Andy Murray” Resurfacing, considers the psychology 
behind the return to play Andy Murray made following injury set-backs. “Icarus” a documentary 
in which filmmaker Bryan Fogel sets out to explore and experiment with doping in sports. 
Amazon prime and Netflix have several other sports related documentaries that explore varying 
aspects of elite sport.

Podcasts
The following podcast will help you explore doping in sport and whether it should be classed as 
cheating or not: Winner or Cheat? Doping sport. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04k5kr0
The science of sport “Why the All Blacks are the worlds greatest sports team”https://play.acast.
com/s/realscienceofsport/a71fe782-935a-4181-ba77-9901ae682ee3

Some other useful reading
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/07/18/sport/new-zealand-rugby-all-blacks-rugby-world-cup/index.
html, https://www.newstatesman.com/politics/sport/2017/07/why-all-blacks-are-so-great

We will plan to use any work your able to complete during the first few weeks of the qualification.

We challenge you!
Listen to the podcast “Winner or Cheat? Doping in Sport”.
In no more than one page of A4 paper, justify what you feel would be two positives of allowing 
all athletes to take performance enhancing drugs and counter this with justifying two 
negatives of all athletes being able to take performance enhancing drugs.  
Email your work to: sgs@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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Physics
Course: Two year A Level  Exam Board: OCR (A)  Curriculum Leader: Mr S Snowden
Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Physics or at least one grade 6 
in Combined Science and GCSE grade 6 in Maths.
Your two Physics teachers will divide the course into topics, which will include:
Forces & Motion, Waves & Oscillations, Quantum Physics, Thermal Physics, Cosmology & Astrophysics, 
Nuclear & Particle Physics and Medical Imaging.
Teaching and learning
We adopt a practical, hands-on approach to learning, and we are lucky to have very well-equipped Physics 
labs. We host a regular series of talks on Physics, where a range of speakers have talked about a variety of 
topics, such as hunting neutrinos, measuring the age of the universe, and using Physics in medicine. We also 
offer the opportunity to attend lectures and exhibitions at other venues such as the University of London.
Progression
What does A-level Physics lead to? Physics allows you to develop a range of transferrable skills, so along 
with the obvious progression to degrees in Physics or engineering, it’s also a very useful qualification for 
those going into medicine, law economics and a multitude of other pathways. In the words of a former 
student of ours, “Physics isn’t about learning a load of facts; it’s about acquiring the skills to tackle the 
question “how does that work?”
Books to read
Richard Feynman – Six Easy Pieces; Richard Feynman – QED; Stephen Hawking – A Brief History 
of Time; Michio Kaku – Physics of the Impossible; Helen Czerski – Storm in a Teacup; Carlo Rovelli 
– Seven Brief Lessons on Physics; Tim James – Fundamental. There’s a free OUP GCSE to A-level 
Physics transition pack: http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/science/Science_A_Level_
Transition_Pack_Physics.pdf
YouTube channels and BBC iPlayer
YouTube: Kurzgesagt: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsXVk37bltHxD1rDPwtNM8Q,  
Minute Physics: https://www.youtube.com/user/minutephysics, 
Veritasium: https://www.youtube.com/user/1veritasium, 
Stand Up Maths: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSju5G2aFaWMqn-_0YBtq5A   
Sixty Symbols: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvBqzzvUBLCs8Y7Axb-jZew,  
Richard Feynman – Fun to Imagine: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1ww1IXRfTA,  
Shock and Awe – The Story of Electricity: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gtp51eZkwoI,  
The Fantastic Mr Feynman: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9fjhQMsDW4,   
A huge collection of A-level Physics Videos is curated at this site: http://www.physicstube.org/. 
BBC iPlayer: 8 Days, To the Moon and Back: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0006p5f/8-days-
to-the-moon-and-back,  Horizon: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p018dvyg/horizon-19811982-
the-pleasure-of-finding-things-out,  The Planets, Series 1.1: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/
p06qj2l5/the-planets-series-1-1-a-moment-in-the-sun-the-terrestrial-planets
Films to watch
Apollo 13: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112384/, The Imitation Game: https://www.imdb.com/title/
tt2084970/, The Martian: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3659388/, Interstellar: https://www.imdb.com/
title/tt0816692/, Gravity: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1454468/, The Current War: https://www.imdb.
com/title/tt2140507/
Radio 4 podcasts
In Our Time – 10 best Science episodes: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01gnr34, The Infinite 
Monkey Cage: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/player, More or Less: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02nrss1/episodes/downloads

We challenge you!
The Cornell notes system is worth getting to know before you start your A-level studies. A summary of 
the system is here: http://coe.jmu.edu/learningtoolbox/cornellnotes.html. Read this paper: https://
journals.aps.org/rmp/pdf/10.1103/RevModPhys.83.851 by Prof Andre Geim of the University of 
Manchester, which describes his path towards the discovery of Graphene, which won him the Nobel Prize 
for Physics (jointly with his colleague Prof Konstantin Novoselov) in 2010. Then, using this ready-made 
template: https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/physics/outreach/journalclub/weekfour/graphene.docx 
make notes from the paper. When you have done so, email your notes to: sds@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

Politics
Course: Two year A Level  Exam Board: EDEXCEL

Curriculum Leader: Mr S Evans

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in English Language or 
English Literature.

A Level consists of:
n UK Politics  n UK Government  n Comparative USA Politics

Teaching and learning
Presentations, group work, debate, discussions, documentaries, essay writing and trips.
Complements Sociology, Modern History, Economics, English Literature and Law.

Progression
A well respected A Level which will help to gain access to a variety of degree courses. Many 
students go on to study politics related courses at university level.

Twitter feeds to follow
@tutor2uPolitics, @ZigZagPolitics, @BBCPolitics

Podcasts
Talking Politics:https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com/
The A Level Politics Show: https://open.spotify.com/show/0pdAY6egNBq0tFOLFjMk7O
Newscast (formerly Brexitcast): https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000f2ky
Reasons to be cheerful with Ed Miliband: https://www.cheerfulpodcast.com/
The Guardian Politics Weekly: https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
Beyond Politics: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00g6spw

Documentaries/TV series
Question Time; Daily Politics; Andrew Marr Show; The Andrew Neil Show; Peston; The West 
Wing; House of Cards; Yes, Minister; The Thick of It; Rich House, Poor House

YouTube Channels
Study Rocket: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgm_vA51LT5vH_Cta7oVPGY1qZgrH4LtI
A Level Politics Learning Academy: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=HtkWTUrBDdw&list=PLXtShDmDvfwzt2XFMquIsg0SwDrJRybjV
Vernon Bogdanor’s Gresham Lectures: https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLU3TaPgchJtQDcBVdJ24qKjG7kNJVDi_z

Films to watch
The Iron Lady (2011), The Queen (2006), The Killings on Tony Blair (2016), The Deal (2003), The 
Special Relationship (2010), Brexit: The Uncivil War (2019), ToryBoy: The Movie (2011), Taking 
Liberties (2007), Frost/Nixon (2008), Official Secrets (2019), In The Loop (2009), Suffragette (2015) 

Things to read
Who Governs Britain? Anthony King, All Out War Tim Shipman, The End of the Party Andrew 
Rawnsley, WTF????????? Robert Peston, Fire and Fury Michael Wolff

We challenge you!
There have been 11 general elections since 1979. Research each of the general elections and 
create a visual timeline to show the results. Include on the results (e.g. landslide victory, narrow 
majority, hung parliament), winning party, new Prime Minister, turnout % and historical context.
Email your work to: s_e@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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Psychology
Course: Two year A Level  Exam Board: AQA (A)  Curriculum Leader: Mr S Wootton

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 5 in English Language or English 
Literature or GCSE grade 5 in Psychology.
The course consists of 11 topics: Social Influence, Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology, 
Approaches in Psychology, Research Methods, Biopsychology, Issues and Debates in Psychology, 
Relationships, Schizophrenia and Forensic Psychology.

Teaching and learning
A range of approaches will be used including discussion, debate, individual and group work as well as 
formal teaching. Students will also be encouraged to carry out their own investigations and research.

Progression
Careers in Psychology include educational psychologist, clinical psychologist, forensic psychologist, 
occupational psychologist and health psychologist. Psychology also lends itself to careers in teaching, 
advertising, police work, social work or any other profession which involves working with other people.

Website to visit Ted Talks (You can find all of these at ted.com)
General Psychology: https://www.ted.com/talks/ben_ambridge_9_myths_about_psychology_debunked, 
Approaches in Psychology: https://www.ted.com/talks/allan_jones_a_map_of_the_brain, 
Attachment: https://www.ted.com/talks/georgette_mulheir_the_tragedy_of_orphanages, 
Biopsychology: https://www.ted.com/talks/gero_miesenboeck_re_engineering_the_brain, 
Forensics: https://www.ted.com/talks/jim_fallon_exploring_the_mind_of_a_killer, 
Memory: https://www.ted.com/talks/elizabeth_loftus_how_reliable_is_your_memory
Psychopathology: https://www.ted.com/talks/ruby_wax_what_s_so_funny_about_mental_illness
Relationships: https://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_connected_but_alone
Schizophrenia: https://www.ted.com/talks/anees_bahji_what_is_schizophrenia/up-next
Social Influence: https://www.ted.com/talks/derek_abbott_should_you_trust_unanimous_decisions

TV Shows / Films/ Documentaries / Podcasts / Radio / YouTube
General Psychology: 100 Humans (Netflix), The Creative Brain (Netflix)
Approaches in Psychology: Three Identical Strangers (Channel 4), Hidden Brain Podcasts (npr.org)
Attachment: The Dark Matter Of Love (Daily motion), From Romania With Love (Youtube), Babies (Netflix)
Biopsychology: Body Clock: What Makes Us Tick? (BBC iPlayer), The Brain – A Secret History – Parts 
1-3 (Daily motion), Living With Half A Brain (Youtube)
Forensics: Inside The Criminal Mind (Netflix), Making A Murderer (Netflix), Mindhunter (Netflix)
Memory: OU On The BBC: Eyewitness, The Mind, Explained (Netflix)
Psychopathology: Stacey Dooley – On The Psych Ward (BBC iPlayer), Horizon – OCD: A Monster In 
My Mind (Daily motion)
Relationships: At First Sight (Netflix)
Schizophrenia: Stolen Minds, Stolen Lives (Youtube)
Social Influence: The Stanford Prison Experiment (Youtube)

We challenge you!
Psychology is relevant to all aspects of our lives, particularly in the difficult times that we are 
currently facing. Psychologists are interested in the effects that circumstances such as this have 
on us, particularly on our mental wellbeing. A task I would like you to undertake is to research the 
impact of coronavirus on mental illness. You should consider:
n What are the potential effects of coronavirus on our mental health?
n What factors will make people more or less likely to suffer from mental health problems?
n What advice is being given to help cope with the challenges to our mental wellbeing of the virus?
n How are different countries reporting the effects of the virus on mental wellbeing?
As a starting point try typing ‘coronavirus mental illness’ into google and see what you can find. 
Websites that may be of help include: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news, https://www.mind.org.uk/, https://
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/, https://youngminds.org.uk/, https://www.nhs.uk/, 
https://www.theguardian.com/uk, https://edition.cnn.com/ 
See what you can find out and write it up, either with the three bullet points above as sub-headings 
or as an essay. I look forward to seeing what you find.  
Email your work to: sww@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

Sociology
Course: Two year A Level   Exam Board: AQA   Curriculum Leader: Mr S Evans

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in Sociology, or for students 
who have not studied Sociology, GCSE grade 4 English Language or English Literature.
A Level Sociology consists of:
n Families and Households  n Education  n Sociological Research Methods  n Beliefs in Society
n Crime and Deviance  n Sociological Theories and Methods

Teaching and learning
Discussion, debate, group work, individual research, videos, presentations and essay writing.
Sociology complements Psychology, Politics, Modern History and Media Studies.

Progression
A well respected A Level which will help to gain access to a variety of degree courses and 
professional qualifications. It is particularly useful for those considering a career in Teaching, 
Law, Media, Health, Criminology and Social Research.

Twitter feeds to follow
@tutor2uSoc, @allsociology, @BrowneKen

Podcasts
All sociology: https://anchor.fm/allsociology?fbclid=IwAR1Mfke_RpiTorzMyGu6RLhpD_
aI6shglo_JASMrcmCBPS_mME_vwOjAI14 Womens hour: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
articles/4swWTdctq1BLsXd7qBzTbDt/womans-hour-podcast. Thinking allowed: https://www.
bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05/episodes/downloads. The sociology show: https://www.
spreaker.com/show/the-sociology-show?fbclid=IwAR3hT7gNQLvH0RACAKTuFRM-ba24LgwVCY
RKh3ERY16xxPDI0guzuwHToBo

Documentaries/TV series
Panorama; Cutting Edge; Louis Theroux documentaries; Stacey Dooley Documentaries; The 
Circle; Chernobyl – Sky Atlantic; When They See Us – Netflix; Teenage Knife Gangs – BBC; The 
Great British School Swap – Channel 4; Educating Essex; Prison – Channel 4; Rich House, Poor 
House; Hunted – Channel 4

YouTube Channels
The Sociology Guy: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWU6adxjGXd9oKNkoaabD-w/
videos?fbclid=IwAR3_SMG-_KkgWJGIqgLCKlXztM6CcmH_QmakopdeYJ0LR7jDwfIMMerAc84
The Teacher Sociology: https://www.youtube.com/user/TheTEACHERSOCIOLOGY

Films to watch
Freedom Writers; I, Daniel Blake; Kidulthood; Erin Brockovich; Educating Rita; Billy Elliot; Coach 
Carter; Green Mile; Hotel Rwanda; The Social Network; NEDS; Boyhood; The Kid; Suffragette 

Things to read
George Orwell – 1984, George Orwell –  Animal Farm, Owen Jones –  CHAVS The Demonization Of 
The Working Class, Stephen Bentley –  Undercover –  Operation Julie –  The Inside Story, Sudhir 
Venkatesh – Gang Leader For A Day, James Patrick –  Glasgow Gang Observed, Margaret Atwood – 
Handmaid’s Tale

We challenge you!
Imagine you hate this society and the government, your task is to over throw it and create a new 
one! Be as creative as you can; create a collage complete with magazine cuttings, newspaper 
cuttings, printed pictures, drawings etc of your new society. Things to think about: what key 
institutions do you need? (Family? Education? Health? Media?), are you going to have a class 
system? (Upper, Middle and Working), what rules will you have? How will you enforce laws? 
What happens if people break the law? What is your currency? What shows success in your 
society? Where will people live? All in the same houses? Some in bigger houses? Who will run the 
country? Email your task to: s_e@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA     Curriculum Leader: Mrs A Fisk 

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 5 in Textiles is a typical offer. A 
grade 5 or above in related subjects such as Graphics or Art could be accepted together with 
the inspection of a portfolio of work. A task can also be set for those with no GCSE in Textiles.

Teaching and learning
The A Level consists of 2 components: n Component 1 is worth 60% and is a coursework unit.  
n Component 2 is worth 40% and is an externally set assignment completed under controlled conditions.
Teaching is workshop-based; techniques are related to project topics which are largely student-centred. 
All skills are aimed to develop students creative and intellectual potential. Students are encouraged to 
use the school’s specialist facilities during their study time throughout the day and afterschool. We aim 
to give first hand opportunities to visit galleries and fashion shows engaging with work first-hand.  

Progression
DESIGN/BUYER, Fashion designer/ buyer, Knit buyer/designer, Woven buyer/designer, 
Merchandiser, Technologist, Fashion Manager, Women’s wear, Men’s wear, Children’s wear, 
Sports wear designer, Accessories, Footwear, Fabric sourcing, Bridalwear, Evening wear, Tailoring, 
Beading and embellishment designers, Couturiers. Retail buyer, Garment technologist, Fashion 
Manufacturing, Fashion and visual merchandising, Fashion Media & Promotions, Fashion Critic, 
Fashion Reporter, Fashion photographer, Fashion PR/social media, Fashion illustrator, Interior 
design, Colourist, Theatre, television and film – sets, costumes and makeup. 

Useful websites
Pinterest, Studio 21 Textile Art, Art Textiles Made in Britain, The 62 group of Textile Artists, Textile 
Artist.org, Mr X Stitch, Textile study group, Phoenix contemporary textile group. 

Pinterest and Instagram
Pinterest: AAF Fisk. @aaf1869. Instagram: Colchesterfashionandtextiles, northgate_textiles_mrsfisk

Reading List
Fabric Manipulation, Ruth Singer. Fashion Portfolio. Design & Presentation, Anna Kiper. 

Programmes to watch and Video links
BBC iPlayer for The Great British Sewing Bee. Textile Tutorials, You Tube channel. artbynessy – My 
‘A’ graded A Level Textiles/art coursework. Belchior Illustrations, You Tube Channel. Next in Fashion, 
Netflix. The Future of Fashion with Alexia Chung, British Vogue. Craftivism: Making a Difference, 
BBC. Make! Craft Britain, BBC. The Future of Fashion, I-D. Breaking Fashion, BBC. The Price of Fast 
Fashion, BBC. 

Artists to study for Autumn
Designers: Designers: Alexander McQueen, Manish Arora, Coco Channel, Christian Dior, Marit 
Fujiwara, Gary Harvey, Christopher Kane, Valentino, Iris Van Herpen, Vivian Westwood, Alison 
Willoughby. Artists: Cas Holmes, Carolyn Saxby, Rosie James, Shelly Goldsmith, Laura Edgar, 
Debbie Smyth, Kim Thittichai, Kirsty Whitlock, Sarah Walton

Spanish
Course: Two year A Level    Exam Board: AQA

Curriculum Leader: Miss T Jansingh

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 6 in Spanish.

The course focuses on language skills and the acquisition of vocabulary, structures and grammar. 
Students will gain a deeper understanding of the Hispanic world by studying topics such as the artistic 
and domestic cultures as well as political life and multiculturalism within Spain and Latin America.
As well as the above, students will study one film and one literary work. In addition to this, 
students will also undertake an IRP (Independent Research Project) on a topic of their choice.
Students will be assessed on Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing and Translating Spanish.

Teaching and learning
The purpose-built Northgate Language Centre provides excellent language learning facilities with 
access to a full range of resources including the Internet, language-specific software and audio 
visual equipment. Lessons are conducted for the most part in Spanish.

Progression
Degree in Spanish or International/European Studies. In combination with other subjects, entry to 
other degree courses, careers in the business world, Civil Service, Diplomatic Service, education, 
tourism, interpreting and translating.

Websites to visit
www.languagesonline.org.uk, BBC Bitesize Spanish: https://studyspanish.com/grammar (lots of 
grammar revision activities to choose from here), https://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/resources-
sp-al.htm, www.quizlet.com – AQA A Level Spanish, www.memrise.com – AQA A Level Spanish, 
Duolingo – Yr 12 Spanish

TV and Films to watch
Ocho Apellidos Vascos (Emilio Martínez-Lázaro, 2014) – This is the film we will be studying, Volver 
(Pedro Almodóvar, 2006), El Laberinto del Fauno (Guillermo del Toro, 2006), María llena eres de 
gracia (Joshua Marston, 2004), Abel (Diego Luna, 2010), Las 13 Rosas (Emilio Martínez-Lázaro, 2007)

Music, books and Podcasts
A List of 600 radio station sites organised by country https://www.e-spanyol.com/spanish-online-
radios.php, Find a Spanish song/band/artist you like and complete the gapfills until you can 
complete ‘advanced’ (or even ‘expert’?!) https://lyricstraining.com/es/

News and current affairs
www.abc.es, www.terra.es 
In Spain there is also a news website for young people: http://primerasnoticias.com/. It has sections 
on the Internet and Mobile Technology; Science and Wildlife; Education; Culture; Sport; Society 
and Health. There are articles about Facebook, video games and bullying to name but a few.

TWO YEAR A LEVEL

We challenge you!
We will contact you with further details on this and give you some starting points for a ‘holiday 
project’. For now, please have ago at completing this task: 
Each of the following has influenced the style of the 20th and 21st century fashions:
n The rise of youth culture n War and conflict n Sport  n The role of women
Select two from the list above and in each case analyse/show their impact on fashion. Refer to 
specific styles and designers as appropriate. Present your findings as a visual study with your own 
research along with initial analysis/thoughts relating to the images you have gathered. You may 
also include sketches/postcards/your own photographs, photocopies from books.

We challenge you!
n To find a Spanish recipe and try it out 
n  Research a topic of your interest related to Spain or Latin America and prepare a mini oral/

online presentation about it 
n Vlog your summer, create memes, write a song, poem or story – get creative! 
n  Spend 10 minutes trying to learn the Spanish speaking countries, their capital cities, their 

important cities 
Email your findings to: tsj@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk and mad@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk
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Course: Level 3 Applied (A Level equivalent) Exam Board: OCR

Curriculum Leader: Mrs H Anderson

Subject specific entry requirements: GCSE grade 4 in English and Science 
preferably Biology.
Course Content includes:
Person cantered approach to care and how to communicate effectively, equality, diversity and legislation 
that supports this, health and safety in the work place. Anatomy and physiology of the human body.
Optional Units
Sexual health and child development and public health. Year One – Certificate: Two written 
examination set and marked by OCR and one centre-marked assignment, externally moderated by 
OCR. Year Two – Extended Certificate: one written examination, set and marked by OCR, and 
two centre-marked assignments, externally moderated by OCR.

Teaching and learning
The style of learning is different on a vocational course. Students will take the main responsibility 
for their learning. Carrying out their own research and investigations, be involved in discussions and 
group work, give presentations, read widely and write up portfolios and essays. There will be a chance 
in year 12 for some experience in the caring sector. The use of ICT will be required.

Progression
The proposed OCR Level 3 Health and Social Care qualification has elements of psychology, social 
policy and sociology. The Year Two examination is focused on Biology. The main purpose of the 
qualification is to support access to higher education degree courses, such as BA (Hons) in nursing, 
social work, occupational therapy, teaching, policing, midwifery and many more or a starting route 
into level 3 apprenticeships in a caring role.

Twitter feeds
Centres for Disease Control, English NHS, Chief Nursing Officer England, Chair of RCN 
Foundation, Trustee at Macmillian Cancer Support, Nursing Notes, UK Government Chief Scientific 
Advisor, Breaking news alerts and updates from the BBC, NHS at 70 Story of Our Lives.

Podcasts
All available on BBC Sounds: Inside Health, Health Talk, Health Matters, Healthy Visions, Health 
Check, National Health Stories, In Sickness and in Social Care.

Programmes to watch
BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00059qb, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0005jpf, 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000gghb, https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000dv1b
youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u63MbY8CCDA, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LprTLaO1AF0, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlMAYaYRDJE

Programmes to watch
One Born Every Minute, 24 Hours in A&E, The Secret Life of Babies, The Secret Life of Four Year 
Olds, Junior Drs, Three Girls, Babies (only on Netflix) BBC iPlayer:  Hostel for the Homeless Young 
Mums, Altered States: Choosing Death, Stacey Dooley: Mental Health. 

Movies to watch on Netflix if you can
The Theory of Everything, Marriage Story, Five Feet Apart, Unbroken, Pandemic, Brain on Fire.

Things to read 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/healthservices/riddor.htm, https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6kj6sg/
revision/1, https://www.scie.org.uk/workforce/peoplemanagement/health/healthsafety/, https://www.
scie.org.uk/publications/guides/guide15/legislation/otherlegislation/healthandsafetylegislation.asp

We challenge you!
Chose a professional from the following: Midwife, Paramedic, Paediatric nurse, Nutritionist, 
Physiotherapist. You could choose your own idea from health and social care roles if you prefer. 
Create a fact file for your chosen job role. You could include: A day in life of, responsibilities skills 
and qualities needed to do the role. Routes into the role/qualifications required, Skills & qualities.
Email this to: hva@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk

ENCOMPASS 

The ENCOMPASS programme is a collection of carefully selected enrichment activities aimed 
at students in the Sixth Form. Being a member of the Sixth Form is not just about academic 
study. The ENCOMPASS programme offers opportunities to develop further as an individual. 
Also a great way to meet people and have a lot of fun. 
 
The ENCOMPASS programme works on a Credit System, with each activity carrying a certain 
number of credits (1, 2 or 3 credits). These are awarded on a termly basis. Students who have 
chosen to take 3 A Levels will be expected to work towards 3 credits per term. 
 
There are approximately 40 different enrichment activities available, and the programme 
is expanding all of the time. The ENCOMPASS activities are organised in to 4 different areas: 
 
 

The ENCOMPASS programme is lucky to work in collaboration with 
Paddy & Scott’s (a national coffee distributer based in Suffolk).  
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Start preparing for our Sixth Form 
Enrichment Programme
The ENCOMPASS programme is a collection of carefully selected enrichment activities 
aimed at students in the Sixth Form. Being a member of the Sixth Form is not just about 
academic study. The ENCOMPASS programme offers opportunities to develop further as 
an individual. It is also a great way to meet people and have a lot of fun.

The ENCOMPASS programme works on a Credit System, with each activity carrying 
a certain number of credits (1, 2 or 3 credits). These are awarded on a termly basis. 
Students who have chosen to take 3 A Levels will be expected to work towards 3 credits 
per term.

There are approximately 40 different enrichment activities available, and the programme is 
expanding all of the time. The ENCOMPASS activities are organised in to 4 different areas:
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Careers Support and Advice 
While events over the last year might have been a challenge, throughout the months of June 
to September there are a number of opportunities that you may wish to take advantage of 
to provide you with a good insight into your chosen subject areas or future jobs and careers. 
Reading around your subjects, taking advantage of the huge range of online learning resources 
available or carrying out some work experience or volunteering will all help prepare you for 
starting your A Level courses in the Autumn.
Now that restrictions are lifting, the pandemic may have made us think about our future 
courses and options. It’s natural to have lots of questions and we are working hard to support 
Year 11 students who are looking to join us in September. 
It is important that you carefully consider all of the options that you have available to you, 
both now in terms of the offers that you have been made and in the summer when you receive 
your GCSE results. Given the current circumstances, we realise that for some of you, the 
decision on where to study and continue your learning in September may be harder than 
expected, but it is important that you fully consider all offers to make the right decision for 
your future. Although unconditional offers for courses and places of study are tempting, it is 
important that you take your time to decide on your next steps, making that final decision 
once you have received your GCSE results in August. 
In the meantime, there are a number of things that you can do to ensure that the decisions 
you make in the summer are as well informed as possible. 
Spend some time researching some of the options that will be open to you once you have 
achieved your A Levels. The UCAS website is a good place to start. Look at some of the 
university courses that you are interested in finding out more about and check that your 
subject choices at A Level are a good match for the entry requirements for these courses. The 
Russell Group universities also have an excellent online ‘Informed Choices’ website resource 
which helps you understand which A Level subjects open up different degrees. When deciding 
on where you go to study in September make sure that you are choosing the Centre which 
offers you the best possible combination of A Level subjects to support your choices for further 
learning or employment at the end of your time in Sixth Form. What you study at Sixth Form 
can affect your options at university and your future career, so it’s vital that you spend some 
time now looking into this. 
As well as your A Level subject choices, it is important that you also consider the range of 
extra-curricular opportunities that are available to you when selecting where you will study. 
At Northgate Sixth Form our established Encompass programme allows you to select from a 
wide range of activities that will enable you to develop a number of invaluable interpersonal 
skills which enhance applications for both university and employment. 
And finally, when selecting where you are going to study in the Autumn, it’s important 
that you have spent some time thinking about the environment that you would feel most 
comfortable learning in and select the Centre which will best meet your individual needs. 
We hope that this will be Northgate Sixth Form and look forward to welcoming you here in 
September! 

Useful websites
n  https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/ – understand which subjects open up different degrees. 
n  https://www.ucas.com/ – explore your post-18 options with Higher Education & Apprenticeships. 
n  https://amazingapprenticeships.com/ – discover exciting Apprenticeships. 
n  https://www.icanbea.org.uk/ – explore potential career opportunities across Suffolk and Norfolk. 
n  http://www.northgatesixthform.co.uk/ – find out more about studying at Northgate Sixth 

Form Centre.

Pastoral Support
Northgate Sixth Form is a friendly, welcoming community and at the heart of that is 
the welfare of our students. We aim to create an inclusive environment where emotional 
wellbeing is equally important as academic achievement. 

Our mental health can be affected in different ways and the Sixth Form team are always 
here for you to provide support, advice and guidance. 

Below is some information on websites, apps and that can provide support for your mental 
health. 

Apps
Mindshift: www.anxietybc.com/resources/mindshift-app 
An app designed to help you cope with anxiety by teaching you how to relax and develop 
more helpful ways of thinking and identify active steps to help take charge of your anxiety 

SAM: http://sam-app.org.uk
SAM is a friendly app that offers a range of self-help methods to help you monitor and 
learn to manage your anxiety

Podcasts 
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/podcasts/  
Presented by Mind ambassador and Heart FM DJ Matt Wilkinson talking to people about 
what it’s really like to live with a mental illness 

Websites
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/stress-anxiety-depression/mood-self-assessment/
An NHS mood self-assessment tool. If you’re 16 or over, this mood self-assessment can 
help you better understand how you’ve been feeling recently.

https://youngminds.org.uk/  
The Young Minds website provides information and support for your mental health

https://www.kooth.com/ 
Kooth provides free, safe and anonymous online support for young people has helped 
improve the lives of children, young people and adults by connecting them with clinicians 
and each other in safe, supportive online communities.

We challenge you!
Imagine you’re holding a container which slowly fills up when you experience different 
types of stress. Family or friendship issues? Anxiety? Lack of sleep? Sometimes we’re 
strong enough to carry our container but if it starts to get too full you can start to feel 
overwhelmed, at that point you need ‘taps’ on your container to release the stress. There are 
healthy taps such as getting a good night’s sleep, exercising, reading and unhealthy taps 
such as eating junk food, bottling up your feelings.
n What is in your container?
n What are your healthy taps?
n Are all of your taps working? 
n Do you turn to unhealthy ways to release stress and what does this look like?
For more information on the stress container visit: https://youtu.be/bapSzuyeQ_Y
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Why not take part in our BINGO challenge. All you need to do is take a photo 
of your completed challenge set out on our bingo card below, and email it to: 
northgatesixthform@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk. 
The first one to get a line, either horizontally or vertically, and a full house will win a 
prize... Good luck!

https://www.northgatesixthform.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/northgatesixthform/
https://twitter.com/northgatesixth

